UNCLAS

SUBJECT:  GROUND PRECAUTIONARY MESSAGE (GPM), TACOM CONTROL NO.

GPM-01-018, READY WELDER, NSN 5130-01-482-1692

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

X                  "ATTENTION"                      X

X THIS MESSAGE CONTAINS INFORMATION THAT IS VITAL   X

X TO THE SAFETY OF ARMY PERSONNEL AND THE OPERATION X

X OR MAINTENANCE OF ARMY EQUIPMENT.                 X

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

1.  DISTRIBUTION:  NOTE THIS IS A "GROUND PRECAUTIONARY MESSAGE".  MACOM COMMANDERS WILL IMMEDIATELY RETRANSMIT THIS MESSAGE TO ALL  SUBORDINATE UNITS, ACTIVITIES, OR ELEMENTS AFFECTED OR CONCERNED. RETRANSMITTAL SHALL REFERENCE THIS MESSAGE.  MACOM COMMANDERS WILL VERIFY RECEIPT WHEN RETRANSMITTING THIS MESSAGE BY SENDING AN INFO COPY OF THE RETRANSMITTAL TO COMMANDER, TACOM-RI, ATTN: AMSTA-LC-SF, ROCK ISLAND, IL 61299-7630.  TACOM-RI WILL FOLLOW UP ON RECEIPT OF THIS MESSAGE WITHIN 5 TO 7 WORKING DAYS. 

2.  PROBLEM DISCUSSION:

A.  THERE IS A MISCONCEPTION THAT THE READY WELDER DOES NOT REQUIRE FORMAL TRAINING TO OPERATE.  THE EASE OR SIMPLICITY OF THIS WELDING MACHINE DOES NOT EXCUSE TRAINING OR ABILITY OF THE OPERATOR TO UNDERSTAND PROPER WELDING TECHNIQUES AND SAFETY PROCEDURES. THEY ALSO MUST BE ABLE TO CORRECTLY IDENTIFY METAL COMPOSITION AND ANY PRE OR POST WELDING TREATMENTS SUCH AS HARDENING, HEAT-TREATMENT, OR ANNEALING.  IN ADDITION, IMPROPER WELDING CAN CREATE WEAKENED MATERIALS AND SEVERE FAILURES OF WELDED AND ADJACENT ITEMS.  DIFFERENT STEELS SUCH AS LOW CARBON, HIGH CARBON, HARDENED, HEAT-TREATED, OR CAST REQUIRE DIFFERENT WELDING PROCEDURES.  TC 9-237 HAS A GUIDELINE CHART ON WHAT AUTOMOTIVE PARTS CAN AND CANNOT BE WELDED WITH WHAT PROCESS.  THERE IS NOT ANY ONE WELDING PROCESS THAT CAN BE USED AS A WELD/FIX FOR ALL EQUIPMENT. USING THE WRONG PROCESS OR ELECTRODE CAN RESULT IN THE ITEM BEING RENDERED USELESS AND IRREPARABLE.  CERTAIN AUTOMOTIVE ITEMS ARE NOT REPAIRABLE OR NOT RECOMMENDED TO BE REPAIRED WITH WELDING. OTHER ITEMS CAN BE REPAIRED BUT MUST BE DONE AT A FACILITY WHERE PROPER TESTING (PRESSURE, LIFT, OR NON-DESTRUCTIVE) CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED.  REFER TO READY WELDER OPERATOR'S MANUAL FOR OPERATION AND PRECAUTIONS OF THIS WELDER. 

B.  CAUTION IS RECOMMENDED WHILE USING THE READY WELDER.  ONCE CONNECTED TO THE VEHICLE, THE ELECTRODE AND GUN PARTS HAVE CONTINUOUS CURRENT BECAUSE THE TRIGGER ONLY CONTROLS THE WIRE FEED AND NOT THE WELDING CURRENT.  THIS COULD CREATE AN ACCIDENTAL UNTIMELY ARC FLASH TEMPORARILY CAUSING A FLASH BURN TO AN UNPREPARED USER WHO HAS NOT POSITIONED HIS FACE SHIELD.  WHILE FLASH BURNS MAY TEMPORARILY IMPAIR A PERSON'S EYESEIGHT, THEY RARELY CAUSE PERMAMENT DAMAGE.

C.  IN ADDITION, THE WELDING CURRENT AVAILABLE IS DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE AMOUNT AND CONDITION OF THE BATTERIES IN THE VEHICLE.  A SMALL TWO-BATTERY SYSTEM MAY NOT PROVIDE THE NEEDED AMPERAGE FOR CERTAIN WELDING OPERATIONS AND SUBSEQUENT WELDS WOULD BE UNSATISFACTORY. 

3.  USER ACTIONS:

A.  ONLY TRAINED PERSONNEL (MOS44B/E) ARE AUTHORIZED TO UTILIZE THIS WELDER NSN 5130-01-482-1692.  USE OF THIS WELDER IS RESTRICTED FROM ALL OTHERS.

B.  BATTLE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT REPRAIR WELDING MUST BE DOCUMENTED ON THE CORRECT FORMS AND CORRECTLY REPAIRED AT THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE IMMEDIATE MISSION.

4.  THE POCS FOR THIS GPM ARE:

A.  TECHNICAL:  MR. PAT SCHLUE, TACOM-RI, AMSTA-LC-CTTM, DSN

793-2476, E-MAIL SCHLUEP@RIA.ARMY.MIL.

B.  SAFETY:  MS. JUDITH WINDHAM, TACOM-RI, AMSTA-LC-SF, DSN 793-6367,

E-MAIL WINDHAMJ2@RIA.ARMY.MIL.

5.  DIRECTIONS FOR OBTAINING LAR INFORMATION:  AFTER REVIEW OF THIS MESSAGE, CONTACT YOUR LOCAL TACOM LAR FOR ASSISTANCE IN ANSWERING QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE.  IF YOU DO NOT KNOW WHO YOUR TACOM LAR IS YOU CAN LOG ONTO THE ARMY ELECTRONIC PRODUCT SUPPORT WEBSITE AT HTTP://AEPS.RIA.ARMY.MIL.  YOU WILL NEED A PASSWORD TO ENTER AEPS.  THE AEPS WEBSITE PROVIDES THE NECESSARY FORMS AND DIRECTIONS TO GET YOU A LOGIN ID AND PASSWORD.  ONCE LOGGED ONTO THE AEPS SITE, SELECT THE LAR LOCATOR SERVICE; SELECT THE APPROPRIATE REGION (CONUS, USAREUR, FAR-EAST, KUWAIT) AND CLICK ON A NAME; THIS WILL GIVE YOU THE LAR'S NAME, DSN AND COMMERCIAL PHONE NUMBER, E-MAIL ADDRESS AND PHOTO.  IF YOU DON'T HAVE ACCESS TO THE AEPS YOU CAN OBTAIN INFORMATION ON THE IDENTITY OF YOUR LAR BY CONTACTING  THE TACOM SENIOR COMMAND REPRESENTATIVE (SCR) FOR YOUR AREA. CONUS:  (INCLUDES NATIONAL GUARD, CONUS ARMY RESERVE UNITS, SOUTHCOM AND KUWAIT) DSN 367-6204/6293, COMM 404-464-6204/6293; USAREUR (GREAT BRITAIN, GERMANY, BELGIUM, LUXEMBURG, ITALY, BOSNIA, KOSOVO AND MACEDONIA) DSN 375-6128/7436, COMM 011 49 621-487-3461/6218, FAR EAST (INCLUDES ALASKA, HAWAII, KOREA, OKINAWA, KWAJALEIN AND JAPAN) DSN 315-722-3036/6579, COMM 011 82 32 520-3036/6579.
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