IPAP 712:  Directed Study

Course Credit:  2 semester hours

The Directed Study course is the framework developed for the submission of an investigational or research paper, a requirement for obtaining the Master of Physician Assistant Studies degree.  There are 3 stages to this major project:  proposal, a comprehensive review of the literature, and the actual investigational/research paper.  

Proposal

This is the first stage of your major project.  This step is designed to develop commitment and direction to your eventual paper.  In this task you are to describe the topic or issue that you intend to pursue for your review of the literature and subsequently in your paper.  Any background you can provide regarding your rationale for choosing this problem can be included.  Any preliminary review of the literature that has helped to determine more specifically what aspect you are interested in can be shared.  The proposal may range from one to two pages in length, double-spaced.  If you have issues or questions for which faculty input may be beneficial, please feel free to contact your counselor.

Comprehensive Review of Literature

This assignment is to assist the student in learning to read and interpret the medical literature, to evaluate and synthesize research findings, to utilize the library resources and to reveal knowledge of the research process and specifically, of the researchable issue selected.  

You must adhere to APA style as outlined in the American Psychological Association Style Manual, 5th edition, and the product must be word-processed.  Stimson library has 7 copies of the APA manual on its shelves.  The lit review is to be approximately 10-12 pages, double-spaced.  You must reference a minimum of twelve peer-reviewed articles.    

The Comprehensive Review of Literature will include the following components and subtitles:

Title:  You are to construct a title that is descriptive of the area of study, which you plan to pursue.

Introduction:  Give a brief description of why you are interested in this topic, explaining why and how you became interested in this subject or broad area in which the subject is included.  Describe briefly the development of the subject as you experienced it.  Did you identify an issue that was too general and then attempt to restrict it?  How did you do so?  By limiting the definition?  By limiting the population, etc?  Alternately, did you identify an issue that was too restrictive or for which published research was limited?  How did you expand on this?

Review of Literature:  Briefly describe the body of research related to your topic.  This should be done by interrelating the findings of, the methodologies of, the accessible populations of, or some other common elements of several of the studies.  Reading all the research related to the topic that you have identified does this.  Determine the extent to which there is consistency between the findings and discuss the presence or absence thereof, i.e., compare or contrast.  Organization of the review depends on the nature of the topic and the studies located, but it should be more than a sketch of each of the several studies.  There must be some attempt to synthesize the various studies.  When reviewing the literature, it is common for students to attempt to be too specific or too general in their library research.  Ask faculty when you have questions.

Conclusions:  you are to draw conclusions from your review.  These are to be enumerated statements that are supported by the review just completed.  These are issues related to your topic that are relatively beyond question as to their truth based on your limited review.  You are to list the specific studies that support the conclusion. 

Reference List:  Develop a reference list in accordance with APA style. 

Investigational/Research Paper

The final product builds on your previous efforts and will culminate in the actual investigational/research paper.  This paper is to be written in accordance with the University of Nebraska’s instructions, and APA style.

Timeline

Stage 1:  Proposal, due to your academic counselor on the first day of class in the third trimester.

Stage 2:  Literature Review, due to your academic counselor NLT 28 days prior to the closing ceremony of the third trimester. 

Stage 3:  Investigational/Research Paper, due to your Phase II supervisor NLT 6 months prior to graduation from IPAP.  Be advised your Phase II supervisor is empowered to place an earlier suspense on this paper as he/she determines.  

