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I, GNgR.Ls

During this operaticn, I was the Cemmanding Officer of the 1st
Battalion, Tth Cavalry. Un 23 lovember 1965, I was ;rum.ted and turned
over the battalion tu my successors ' :

II. BuCKGRUUND:

‘ “ae Un 10 Novenber the battalicn moved from the base camp at
i Khe, coordinates BR4T6476, by (V-2 to a forward airstril and assembly
ares, south of Pleiku, coordinates 44198340. Frcm there, all companies
were shuttled the same dey by UH~-1D into a search and destriy operaticn
in an area tou the éast of Plel Me, vicinity coordinates 442007 to 447606
We cunducted saturation patrclling through the 12th with light contact
by only Cumycxny A. Ve also cunducted a civic acticn program supplying
medical aid and USOM fuod to licntagnerd villege, populaticn 200,
coordinat.s 4.237073. On the 12th, the wssistant Division Coumander - i,
during a visit to the battalion, indiceted tc the brigade Commard er
that he had no c¢bjection to the latter sending a battalion into the
Li DRWEG Valley. This we tock as an alert and began a map studys On
13 November, the bvattalion was moved on brigade orders to & new areva of
operations south and southwest of Plei Me. Unce again saturation
patrolling was conducted out of company beses throughout the day with
no contact. Company B was eirlifted after 1500 hours into the Brigede
CP area as_security, and fcr an immediate reection force under Brigade
contrul. It closed into position by 1800 hours.

“Be 4t approximgtely 1700 hours, the Brigade Commander and
- 1 visited the Company & G2 south of Plei Mo. During the visit, the
Brigede Commander gave mo orders to execute an assamlt by heliocpter
into the Iui DRLNG Valley, north of CHU UNG Mountein early the next
- morning with e mission of ccnducting search and destroy operaticns
through the 15the  The area of operations wes pointed out on the map
and he informed me that we would be supported from L% FulCUN, ccord=-
inates 44023032, by two tatteries of 105mm howitzer artillery = one of
which would e moved by air from FLisI M early on the 14th pricr tc our
asgault.

~ C. I returned to my CP near Plei Mej formulated a tentative
' plan issued instructions to my staffs prucured furtker details from
3d Brigede Heedquerters and the supporting heliccpter units and dssued
e warning order to ny wnit commanders, staff, and supporting elewents.
By 2200 hours, 13 Wovomber, all preperations had been accomplished which
were possible without an setual air reconnsissance. Lrrangenents in=-
cluded an early moraing eirlifi of Company B back to PLEI Mss directions
to the comanders of & and C Companies to concentm.te their olements at
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first light in the largest pick-up zene(s) in their respective s.ctorss
end plans for & first light air recon by all key cormanders anl staff
officers. A time of 0830 hours was set for issuance at my C+ of the
operation order. .

De 4t this time, the "fighting" strength of my lettered companies
as they went into the operation was as followss

NULEEK Cui JLRTul By ORER BTN TORE
Vfficers en Qfficers  len
Co b 5 115 6 164
Co B 5 114 6 164 ‘
Co € 6 106 6 164
Co D 4 76 5 118
f The shortages were primarily “ue to malaria an’. 578 dm;:hargee.

Hach compeny elso ha’ 3 - § #men at lese camp at 4n Khe as gusris, sick,
administrative retenticn, and buse camp area development workers.
There were 8 - 10 men on R andl R pr absent going back to prepave for R and R.

III. QPERLTIONS OW 44 NOVilish

(1) 14 November dawned bright and clear. Shortly after
first light at 0630 hours, Compmny B wus returned to battalion control
et rlei lie and began making final preparstions for its role as the
assoult company. The Chinovks which hed cervied B Company back were
cummencing to move Battery &, 18t Battalion, 21st artillery to L4
FLlOONW @8 planned. The air veoon pérty had seseubled and after a
brief orientation on the purpose of the recun, flight route, end items
te look fur, we took off in twu UH-1D'm escortad by twe gun ships.
Iue £idght muta is shuwn on the a.ttf chac‘ sk ch ‘(

'il&b .d.)n W@ m’t@ One.

ol :ﬁﬂl‘-i 3-,’;; Z&%M;taliun
Bettery 4, 18t Battalion,
Bault Company)s Scout
Lrys end the Commanding
- Bettalion (4vn Co, Tth

21st »r*biliaryr :&
Section Loader, Troep O, rynadeon, 9%
Officer, Company &, 22921‘:%1 hesault Holdvopti
bpecial Yorces, 1st Special Forees Group A

(2) During the eir vecun, soveral open erees wers select-:
ed by nembers of the reccn party as poseible landing zones in and around
the 1A DRANG Valley. Upon return from the recon at about 0815 hours,
we reocived o written Freg Order from Prigade which specifically de-
findgd the srea of operations. The area is shown on the attached map
(Tab B)e I thon received gomments as to the Lé to be used. Thres
posgitilities 11 out of 5 disoussion - Li'e TabGU, X-BaY, and
T (@m Et‘a  B)  TANGO m rded ns the primary 1 for being

i @ "well th $all bregs around it, sad for
, - oapaoity of three to four UH-1D's. Tt was agreed
that XeRi¥ am 4 conld Both probably sccommofete eight UH-1D's
ot one landing. 1 tentatively degided on L& x~R4Y snd yrepared to isgue
uy operation crdey based oh that Belection. Conourrently I dispetched
the Cavalpy Beout Seotion for o low=level flight wp the La DG Vallaey
aree to gali deteiled informtion on A-K.Y, Yaliil, the surrounding
torradimy, and to ook for signs of enemy notivity. The Caveldry Section
retwrned dn epproximetely 40 minutes with the information that Yld\lKﬂiﬁ




was spotted with high stumps and would be difficult to use as & land~
ing zone. Tue Cavalry Section confirmed that L2 X-RiY could teke eight
to ten UH-1D'e at one time, ilo & lgns of enemy activity were detscted
around X-Ra¥, and the Cavalry Section was not fired on during its low-
level recon. Several trails were picked up and their locations were
noted. The Cavalry Section €lso reported seeing commo wire on a trail
north of X-RaY which led esat and wests No trgils led through L4 X-RAY.
1 made my decision to land at A-Ri¥ with TANGO and YANK.E as alternates
%o be uged only on my order. I then issued an oral operation order,
Reduced to writing, it is aticched at Tab C. Fresent to hear the order
were all my Company Commanders; the battalion staff and special staff;
the lift Company Commander and his wiaison Officer to the battalion,

the Cavalry Scout Section Leader; O, Battery &, 18t Pattalion, 21et
4rtillerys and the 3rd Brigade §-3. ‘'fhe Brigede Commander errived durs -
ing the issuance of the order and was separately briefed shortly
thereaftor. It was then reported to me that the two artillery batteries
were in gowitio
ing with the 20 min
completed at H-lour
were then flown bvack %o thoir

y and 1 set e ‘tine of 1030 hours for the asseult land—
dnute tube artillevy Preperation to be timed to be
s ‘one minuts. The & and € Company Commanders

+0- Their oompanies. The B Company Conmander
returned to his unit on the Plei Me airetri on a mechenical mule.

The time was approximatoly 0915 hHowrs. 4 Hooossary preparations had

either been completed or were nearing completion. WNo problems had

been raised.

B. [Tii INITIAL 4SS4UIP:

Due to last minute positioning of the ertillery pisccs
caused by air movement delays, the proparatory fires did not begin
until 1017 hours. I wag in %the lead aircraft and had & good view
of these fires. They were precisely where required, end beautifully
titied with the landing of lead elements of the asseult company . Fires
were concentreted principally sround the lesnding zone; in the trees-
and high grase; and on a finger and in o draw lgading down from the
high g ‘

nd horthwest of A-RaY¥.  The serisl artillery came in on the
hoels ¢f the tube srtillery fires and worked over the area for-30 seconds
exponding belf their loads « then went into & nearby air orbit \

on éalle The 1 battalion gun ships took up tho £i

immedietely eabiosd &€ the UH-1D's. 48 we ¢amp in ~
ing all door gunners fired inte the treos and

end ran from the landing Zono inke the troos
likoly enemy positions. Uy coummmad
Bettalion Sergeant bmjor, the B
end a Vietnemese nativasl,
who could spesk good dmyglialy.
¥lel Mo and over the Li HHANG '
Officer, and liaison Ve
Forward «ir Contweller., I |
for best execubion

h@n par oL gtwoen
5, “'\"l 4 \ K
wy

¥g Quring the assault
- dinnications relay, and
rount we wegeivod no enemy fire and made no
Ihe Yerrein wee flat and condisted of serub

| thick olephant grass varying in hoight from

fou 4 gt bille throughout the area up to eight

foot high with thiok Brush wnd dleglinnt grass vn ani around then.
along the westors edige of the L4, the treds and grmss werc espocially
thlok and extondel off gnte tha dungle on 4he foothills of the moun=
tain. Jhotographe of the afes ars et Tabs D gnd ¥, These photos were
taken éeveral days after the metion ended hence the arce is less
folieted then on 44 Yoverber when we went dne The 16 UH-1D's returned
to the Plei Mo erea to pivk up the remainder of Company B and a port-
ion of the Aext Gompedty to o brotught in - Compuny .. Thus began’ the
procees of shuttling the Bettalion inte the area of operations. "The |
tige of tho assault wes precisely 1048 hours. AT
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B od e

Commender scoured the landing zone by having one of his piatuvon lead=
erg dispatch his sguads into different areas, 50 to 100 meters off

the landing zone fo reconnoiter, while he retained the balanmoe of his
company concealed in a clump of tress and high grass nezr the center

of the & ares as an offensive striking foree. &t approximstely 1120
hours, one of the recon squads took a prisvner. 1 immediastely took -
my S5-2 and the Vietnamese, . Wik, and went to the location and quesa- -
tionéd hin. He was unarmedy, dressed in dirty Khski shirt and trousers
with a gorial number on one of the shirt spaulets, and carried an empty
canteens He stated that he had eatew only bananas for five days, and
that there were thres battalions on the mountain alove us who wanted
very much to kill smericeme but had been wnable to fiad them. e
gtated that he wes in the Worth Vietnamese army. The B Company
Commpnder was directad to intensify his reconnaissanco in the arca
whare the prischer hed been tuken \noer the mountsin), and tu yrepare
to sssume the U Company mission of searching the lower portien of

the mountain ares with emphagis on the finger snd druw to the north-
west. Uy comnand chopper was callad in and the prisoner was taken
bauck immediately for interrogation st the Brigsde CP. By then, 1210
hours, sufficient elements of Company & had landed (unopposed) to

teke over the Li security mission from Uompany B. 4lso elements of

the reconnoitering platoon of b Company had made contuet with

soattored cnemy riflemen near the mountain. The b Company Commander was
orderod . asswiie the € Compeny sesrching missioni to move up the
finger leading down towards X-RAY; and to devielop the situztion. B
Company moved out, and I directod the commander of « Ucmpany to prepare
o move up into the same arca on order when Compsny ¢ hed srxxived in
A=BaY in sufficient strongth to take over LY mecurity. &t that tiue, 1230
hours we were taking no fire in the L. 4round 1245 hours, lead ele-
nents of Company b began tu engege in a fire fight of mpderate in-
tensity. Shortly afterwords at approximately 1330 hoursy Colmanding
Officer, Company B reportud that he was boing attucked Heavily by at
loast two companies of enomy asnd that his right platoon was in danger
of boing surrounded snd out off from the rest of the company by a
numericelly superior force. The five fight beeame intonse. also &
fow rounds of 60 gnd 81 1 morber fire tegan £alldng in the Li and on
b Company. 3 Company also received some rocket fipe.

(2) Shortly after the hesvy firo fight bogan, the last
plotoen of & Company and tho Compeny Comicnder shd lead olements of
O Company landeds The Commanding Uffioer, Compary & was ordered to
wove his Sompeny up cn the loft of B Compeny; to establish physical
cuntect with ity to protect the B Cumpany loft flank; and to send
ono plateon up tv ¥ Uoupahy tc aseist » Company in getting to the
b Company platoesn whieh was in denger of beihg cut off. The Commend-
ing Officer, Company ¢ wae crderdd tc teke up o blucking pesiticn off
the l.nding zone to Hhe south gud southwest to prevent the Ls from
being overran from that divestivn, and tu give proteetion to 4 Company's
loft flank. I called the L-3 in the cemmend ohoppsr and told him to
heve my Porwerd 4fx Contpolloy bping in air ebtrikes begiining on the
lower fringe of the gountain foothiille and work ovéer the mountain and
onemy approaches foc the b from the west and south in that priority.
The sane inptrustions werg to be glven to the iR4L and t¢ the artillery.
Priority of fires were t° go be fire miseicds and requests from
companiesa. When not firing in vesponse tv o specific request, fires
were tc be poured in as directed above. The Compatiy Commanders,
forward observers, the forward sir comtroller, and the artillevy
Liaison officer were all heving difficulty getting ovordinated as %o
the locations of the forward olements of the companies. Thore were
no well-defined terruin features to help and the ecrub and trees all
lookod alike. The alr was heavy with smoke snd dust. B Conpany had
more probloms than any other compsay since it had one platcon separ-
atod frew the rest of the company in the jumgle, and cculd not precis
soly pin point ite loertion for purposes of close-in fire supporbe :
mbeﬁglﬂﬁﬁﬂn was in a moving firc-fight ageinst a force of 75-100 enemy. .
Tho fact that this plat.on was forward of B and & Gompanies delayed .



delivery of effegtive firecs in support of these twe companies.

liowever, using the technique of Ywelki.g" fires down the mountain

from the south and woest, fires were placed where thoy guve

somo help to theso twu cumpanies - espocially Coumpany &s L spucifically
defined soveral draws leading down from the mcuntain, and wented fires
Placed on enouy mortar positicns sighted or suspected out to 81 mm
mortar ranges Two air strikes were also brought in on the valley

floor to the northwest on and near the location of thoe suspscted

eneny battalion reported by higher headguerters the previous day.

&t this point, the nwst oritical period of the afternoon began.

(3) The A Company Commander sent up or®pletion to B
Company es directed. This platoon headed out, become onganged, and
ended up on the right of B Company rather than tho left. This was
¢.nfuging to both the i O apany Commander and Iyself until later
in the afterncon when the ldcation of this platoon beocame scrited
~owbe The b Company Commsnder jushed out in an effort to reech his
platoon which by that tiwe had boon gompletely surrounded. B Conpany
(=) plus the = Cempany plateon was able tc get to within 75 meters
of thoe cut-uff platoon but could get no furthers The .. Company plat-
con ngde it closer than any other clement. B Compeny was tekingmode
erate casusltics. Concurrently as Company 4 (-) was hesiing up to=-
wards the left and roarmcst vlements of B Uumpany, it made heavy
ccntect with a large force of et leest ong PuVN Company which wae
driving in and along e dry oreek bed parallel to the westorn odgo of
tho liu, These onewmy werc hoaded directly towards tho loft rear of
Company Be & very heavy fire fight immediately broke cut. & Com-
pany was taking light casuslties, and oxtracting a hosvy toll from
the onewy. vne of the « Compeny platoons was in such & position thet
it was able t. bring olousu~in flenking fire on 50 ~ 70 YuVN as they
continued woving across their front. dany of tiom wore killed, as
whon the lecd few were droppod, the remainder kopt ocoming right into
the field of fire. & Company took two prisoners who were later evic=—
nated to Brigade.

(4) Just as the & Cumpany fire fight broke out, tho ‘last
oleuente of @ Cumpany and the lesd olements of D Company landod. a8
they landed, tho helicoptors t.ok aumorcus hits but none were shot down.
The C Ucmpany Commander directed his olonents into position along side
his other clomonts which had luonded previotisly. Within five minutes,
e force of 475 = 200 cneny, heeded for the 1%, ran headldng into C
Company. C Company hold then off, killing numorous of them in the
process as they continued trying te get t¢ the landing wonc. Une
priscnor wes takon snd evacuagtod. The C Company action continued for

approxivately 1¥ hours until the cnomy, disorganizod and decinated,
pulled off undor heoavy friondly artlllory and air fires, Jragging wany
of his desd and wounded.

ﬁ5) Coneurront with all of the above, as the first
slemonts of D Goumpany landed (with the last eclements of C Company),
they lanediately becams sngagad in the fire fight nesr & Company.
One of the O Compaty Commander's radio operators wes KILi in the lif't
Compeny Cormanders helivopter vefors ho aeuld dismount and the dcor
gunner and one pilot were wounded. I sbcpped the other eight Uh-1D's
from landing by redio. The V Company e¢lements consisted of the command
group, pert of the mortar platoon and the antitenk plateon. The D
Company Commander led them towards the scmnd of the heevy firing in
the & Company erca. They made it to the stresm-bed area; iumedlately
engaged 25 - 30 PuVl honded down the stream-bed and killed most of
thom. & Company olements killed tho rost. During this fight, the
D Conpany Commander and Mortar Platuon Leader wers sericusly wounded
but continued to fire their rifles perscnslly killing sevoral FuVu.
&ftor the enomy were stopped, tho D Cumpany Cormender altorniply lost
oonscivusnoss and ceme to. be turnod ovor the cormand of the company
to tho .ntitank Platoon Bergosnt, a Staff Sergoant, k-6. Digpositions
of units et that timo ave shuwn at Tab F. The Comasnding Uffiger, ©
Company medo yhysiosl contact with tuis Btaff Sorgecnt and with &y
- approvel dirveotod the D Company eloments tu the left of © Company
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tying in tightly arouwnd the southeastern edge of the L off in the brush.

(6) By then we.were teking numerous cssualties throughout
the battalion, and it was apparont that we were fighting 500 - 600 enomy.
Yhesu woro only the ones we wers in contact with and I figured others
wore hoaded our way. I roquosted the Urigade Commsnder to send me another
rifle coupany. be immediately approvod this reguest. In fact 1 leter
learned that he had already alerted & Company, 2d Battalion, Tth Cavalry
and was assombling it at pick~up zonos.

(7) During this fire fight, tho Cavalry Soout Ssction was
given specific aroes to roconnoiter. ULhoy concentraoted on routes ofugmee
Egresa down the mountain to the northwest and southwest, and salso
approaches from the north and northwest on the valley floor. Uhe
Cavalry reported results to me on my command not. 4t this time,
approximetely 1500 hours, 1 decided that it was nocessary to continue
to land the remainder of the tactical eloments of the battalion conw-
. 8isting of the recon pliatoon, 3 U1l loads of U Company men, and
the A0 and 1st Sergeant of D Comprny, &lthough the eastorn portion of
the landing zone was under enony fire it had 8lacked off considerably
due to the U and U Conpany actions. Those elenonts landed safely. T
turned L Uomp ny over to tho Company X end directed him to dispese
the rocon platoon around the north and e:8t fringe of the L4 for L&
security and as battalion reserve, Tho U Company Coumander had pre=-
viously, with ny approvel, set up all riflo company mortars on the
cagtern fringe of the L4, The U Company Commander was directed to
odd hie nortars to them and take over their control from a central
¥DC. ¥rincipel direction of fire wes toward 4 and b Uompanies.
The mortsrmen also had the nission of LY defense to their cast. all
went gquickly into position.

D, Lha 20D ATTACK TO RELCH W SURROUNDW) 2D FluPOUl CUHPANY Bs

(1) The time was now approxiuatoly 1545 hours and the
disposition of the opposing forcos was as shown at rab 4. The first
attonpt by Companios & ond b to reach the cut-off platoon had been
stoppod Wy approxiuately 300 oneny. We were taking woderate casualiies
espocially among leaders and radioien. whese eneny were ageressive and
they came off the mountain in large groups. They were wsll-camouflaged
and took excellent advantage of cover and conceslment. They were good
shots. Thoy were srmed with numerous zutonatic weapons ond snall
"pototo-reshor" grenades. aven aftor being hit soversl times in the
chost, nany continued firirg und noving for soveral Lore steps before
dropping dead, 1 orderod CVompanics & and b o ovacuate tiwir cesuslties;
withdrew undor covering fires out of close contacty and prepared for a
coordinated attack supported by heavy properatory fires to got back the

. surrounded platoon. lwanwhile Company ¢ was continuing to hold off the
eneny to their front with the holp of some masgnificent artillory and
close alr support. The battalion S-2 was wounded =nd later shot again
and killed during this enouy attack. The surrounded platoon of B
Coupuny stood off numorous LiVli efforts to ovorrun it. Corrying their
‘dead, thoir wounded, and their oguipment the mon of the platoon ostabe
lishoc a snall 25 woter wide periuneter on a slight rise of ground and
redistributed their armunition under houvy enemy fire.

(2) &t approxiuatoly 1620 houre, tho sccond attack wooo
Comprnies & and B to reach the surrounded platoon began. This attack.
was procodod by artillery and Alu preparatory fires. between tho first
and socond attacks and despite heavy firos from artlllery and adr, the
enery had moved well up towards i and B Uompanies. Soue Ware. ih troes.
None fell back. For friendly to advance, tho cnomy had t0 be: killed-
This was difficult because thuy were well-camoufleged and usod Akl -
means of cover and concealment. lany had dug into suall apido"holoa,
others were dug into tho tops aud sides of the ent~hills. Ly dhat =
tine, Company & had lost sll three riflo platoon lewdens = one‘hlu a
its artillery forword observer hl., Four mon hed booh shot. & '
within six feet of the Conpany Cormander, including his oowf
who was. aoting a8 & rudi¢ operstor. UCompany B echolenod slightly:
_mhemﬂ s 60 the right of bompany duy progrosaod only 75 ~ 100 mﬂbwrs




tuch of it paid for in closo-in fighting. I had given & Conpeany

back his platoon which hed been assisting B Coupany. Neverthcless

« Company could only progress aboub 150 meterse. Wno platoon of 4
Company advenced farther tiamn theo other twoj beeanc sngugod with a
greatly superior force; and was pinnod down. Some of the eneuy per-
mitted the friendly to psse by them in the dense terrein and then
opened up from concealed positions. White phosphorous extillery was
brought in around the platoon and betweon the platoon and . Company (=)
to give support to an « Company move forward to get it. Tho burning
phosphorous ceused a teuporary lull in the aneny firing and that plus
the smoke, ohableod the platoon and their desc and wounded to be reached
and brought back. 4 200 « 225 enemy force was still in the area fight®
ing against Companios a and Bs by 1740 hours, I decided that it was
necessary to pull 4 and B Companies, undor cover of heavy supporting .
fires, back to thu fringe of the landing zone and set uwp a tight
defonsive periuoter for the night. Wo woerc still in good conrmn-
lcations with the surrounded platoon and it was ringed with closew~in
artillory defensive fire. My intentions were %o conduct snother coord-
ingted wttack during the night or ourly the noxt morning to reach it or
to get them out during the night by infiltration. Both « and b Companios
had nupmerous Wla and Kln to get out of the arva of contact; reorgan-
ization of tho squads and platoons had o be accomplished; resupply

of armo ant water had to bo carried out; and all units of the battalion
had to be tied in and disposed for the night. @ Company had takon a
hervy toll of the eneuwy throughout the afternocon. U Coupany had taken
& fuw cosuelties bub was in good shupo and tho enomy, although still

in contunot, had censed his attacks on the ocvmpany. Company D had gone
into position. b Compony, 24 Battalion, Tth Cavalry was lended in two
to four Uii~1D loads at a time from 1705 to 1800 hours. a8 they landoed
I built tuen into a reserve forte prepared to couwnter~attack any penc-
tration of C Company or for cofindtment in the 4, b Company ares of cone
taoct. This was not nocessary.

{3) The withdrewsl of 4 and B Companios was conductod
gucossaiullys White phosphorous, fired Ly ertillery, was agaln used
to ocver the withdrawal. The burning phosphorous scomoed to disorganize
the eneny more then Hi and the smoke greutly assited us by its soresns
ing offeots. By 1900 hours, the orgenizatiocn of thu porimetor wos
completed; unite wero tying in for the night and defensive artillery
end mortar fires wore boing registered. I attached one plotoon of
Company B, 24 Battelien, Th Covalvy to U Conpsny as U Company hed a
widor sector to defend. The bovon plat.on was placed in battalion
reserve. Dispositions webe as ehown ot Tob .

B, OTHAR LCUIVIPISS JURING TH

4 4SRN0 3

) (1) while all of the above desoribed sotions were in pro-
gross, nunoroug othor activities were guing on. w« wajor problew was

care and gvacunbion of tho wounded. sarly in tho afterngon, the battele

ion surgoun, medlcal supplics and four sid station personnel wore hrought.

in. ‘Uhey arrived around 1400 hours and under heavy fire trented the wounded

in my OF area. 1 did net call in bed svec holicoptors too frequontly

bacsuse nost of the afterncon the landing zone was under firo. 4t aboub

1330 hours o small two-chopper opeh ares was selested in tho northeastorn

portion of X-Ru¥, as 1y #upply and evacustion link %¢ tho rear. This

we had to defend at all coats. LThis ares is shown at Tab . 4 requested

the helicopter 1ift company ¢oumander o svacuate tho wounded, bring in

supplics, and sct up o system whoreby every helicopter ccming to X-RaY

with troops, with supplies, or for wounded would call me for landing

instruotions. This systom worked very welly throughout the afterncon

and oarly ovening, nuworous Uh-1D's wero trought in « each from a

specifio direction at a preseribed . altitude to land at & specific place

and go oubt on a presoribed heading. I have the highest admiration, _

praise and respoct for the outstanding professionalisr and courage of

the Us-1d pilote and crows who ran a gsuntlet of onory firve tine aftex . - -

timo to holp us. They never refused tc come inj they fullowed ingtopoba 2o

- dons bemutifullys they were great. We in turn called them in when i

T . ¥ A‘.'- -
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fire was the lightest end tried to have everything ready for each land-
ing to keep them on the ground a minimum time. Nohe werse shot down
and destroyed although most of fthen tuok hits. Yw, aircraft were brought
in which did not geot out. Une reccived enery fire in the ongine end
had t¢ land in an open sros just off the northern portion of the Lié:
the other elipped & fow tree tops with the main rotor on landing in the
La and had to be loft. Crows of both eiroraft wore immedintely lifted
out Ly other helicoptors. Both duwnod helicopteors were inmediately
gacurcd by elements of Company D without orders per battalicn BUP -
thoy veing the nearest troops. USoth weore slightly dameged only and -
wore slung out two deys later by CHe47 Chincvoks. During the three
day battle, those wore tho only two downed heolicopterse. Ly 1530 hours,
it had bocome cpparent that we would noed g night landing cepability -
that £ ncoded a pathfindor toam tc assist me c¢n thoe ground. L called
tho 4 Company, 229th 1lift compeny coumander with a request for pathe
finders and was gratified tu learn that he had anticipated the roquire-
nent. They arrived shortly thereaftor und with cngincor demolitioniste
claared the b4 into o fairly safo two-chopper landing area snd set up
lights to bo turned on if necossary for night landings. .lthough under
-enery observation and firo, it was loss vulnorable than the svuthern
portion ¢f K-iuY where wo were still cloaning out oneny riflemen.

(2) by dark, at 1915 hours, & resupply of ammo, rations,
water and moedicnl supplies had been brought in. ULexdrane, morphine,
and bondages were the medical supplies most noeded and wator was at a
premiun. 4t spproximately 1650 hours, 1 rsadiced my w-3 and told him -
to prepare to come in as scon as possible using two UH-10's and to
bring in thoe artillery lieiscn officer, Ful, ftwu radic perators and
more water and small erls aumo. Thoy landed st 2128 hours. The dust
and snoke which hung like a hordizontal ourtain over the entire aron
. Qolayod thoir arrival and mado thoe landing vory difficult but cnce again,
the 229th pllots perfurmed with great courage and professionalism.

Iv.

T WURLNG 03 MIGHD OF 14 NOVubiR:

Ao By derknoss, 1915 hours, we had evacuatoed all our woundod
~nd collucted cur dead in ry CF arce. wno wnd water was boing dis-
tributed; the landing zone area was in tho final stoges of reparatien
for night leadings; mortar and artillery fires were being rogistoered
cluse arcund the perimeters o small light proof werking area hed been
censtructed out of jponchos for the medics; and the chain of ocovmmand
had been reorgonized., 1 talked with many of tha fion and could see that
the morale was high. We knew we were facing s tough oneny but we alsc
know thu oneny with o greatly superior fores hed failed to get through
us that afterncoen. We wore in extellent shape as wo completed tying dn
our perineter. Tho cut-off platoon of B Company was in good morels ond
was holding its position. '

Bs During tho night the enewy uade several light probes
furward of & and & Company, end of C Ucmpany near where it tied in
with o Gompany, wrtillery Nercssing anc interdiction firss wore brought
down on the lower fingers wnd dreaws of the mountein, arcund the
soutizorn and westorn odges of the perimeters and up on the slopes whore
four or five cleotric lights were observed. We received six or saven
rounds of high exy lusive fire, either mortar or rookets.

Ce The surrounded platocn of B Company on a finger of the moune
tain 300 neters northwest of the Yattelion perincter was jrutectoed by
close-in artiilexy fires all night. The eneiy could be heurd all drcund
the platoon. wrtillery fire was brought in on these areas and tho shouts
and scrgans told of guod results. The platcon began and ended the night
with 8 KL, 12 Wia and 7 wen not wounced, It wes disposed in two soparete
locations within their small porimeter. The platuoun leader, platuon
sorgeant and weapons squed lender were amcng the Kli. The ren who onded
up on the redic wis o Sorgeont -5 agued leader. He could not get to . -
the ranking men (a btarf Sergoant rifle squad leador), since any move he
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nede drew iumediste onguy xifle fire., He wes the comue and leadorship
link to his Company Commander. Throughout the night he adjusted cluse-in
artillery fire on the ¢neny suwrrounding him as ho hoard thew moving and
talking, Three sepaArate attacks were made during the night by the erpny-
ocach in about 50 nan strongth. 411 wore bosten off by small arws and
artillery fire. Sgveral of the wounded wen of the platoon continued to
fight. The secund attack, at approxiwately 0345 hours wae preceded by
bugle calls around the platvon ond up on the mountain 200-400 meters
above the platoon. I rojuosted snd rocvived a Tk uir strike in the
arva above the platcon. It was conducted under sir Forco flareship
illunination. £t was right on target and grectly assisted in bresking
up the second attack on the surrounded platoon. This was the caly
illunination used all night sinog it exposed the men in the surrounded
platcon as well as the foxholes in the open areas of tho batialion
parimeters. ulso, thore was a fairly bright moon from 2315 onwards. Whan
dey~light broke, numerous cnemy dead were seeh around the surrcunded '
platoon. These were only the de:d who ocould be soen by the mon as they
lay proene in their positions. Uthar bodies were possibly concealed by
the high grass which dotted the arcs: During the night, the non of the
platoon saw and hoaird the enouy dragging off nmany dead and wounded.

D. Firgt light cume at 0630 hours. T had tentatively decided
on ry plan of attaok to reath the surroundsed platcon while simultaneously
socuring the perimeter, I direoted ny i, B, and U ompany Conmanders
to nmoet mo at the U Company CF 40 finalizo the plan and to receive my
orders sinoe that was tho best point of vantage. Tho $imo was spprox-
ingtely 0640 hours. I also direotod sach company to chook arcund their
positions carefully for infiltretors and snipers.

Ve o BNELY AITCES QF 15 NOVREds

e &t gpproximately 065Q hours the ruoon elements of the 18t
and 24 platouns of ¢ Cumpany (the two left platoons) which were search-"
ing and soreoning spproximately 100 « 200 moters forwerd of their
positions began resciving rifie fire from their front and left front.
Thay returned the fire ant began pulling bagk to their defonsive pos=-
itions. &t this tivre, they were attacked by a foros of 2 - 3 Companies.
The onery wes well-camouflageds crouching Fowy and in some cases crawling
on hands end knoes. The rocon parties frum the twe pletoon positions
right of the sonpany CF enocuntered no eneny but pulled back immediately
to their defonsive pomitions,. o dntonse small arns fire fight broke
outs Tho weight of the eneny atteok was directed et the loft portion
¢f tho C Company seetor. Jhe veoon partics of the 1st and 24 platuons
began teking casuslties including soume hIL as they pulled back. Uther
men wora hit trying to get to ther. Sowvie were rocovered; howaver, by
then - 0730 hours the enemy had moved elmost to the porimeter foxhcles
desplite taking severs losses from artillery, morter, and close air.

- Savage closc-range fighting weht on for the next two hours in the C
Company sector = primarily in the left throe platoon aress and forward
of tue Company CF. Thoro was considerable hond<tc~hand fighting. Ffor
oxample, the 18t platoon lender was found later KL with five dead PLVN
eround him in end nest his C¥ foxholas. Une ninh was found KL with his
hands at the throat of a dead VN, Funerous enswy bodies were .found
interringled with the killed and wounded of © Uorpeny. ot approxinetely
0715 hours, the eneny attacked the L Company sevtor bear where the
morturs were emplaed, This put the porimetor under attack from two
directions. Artillery, serial Rocket sptillepy, and Tul iir were
culled in and their fires were accuraste und extremely offective. 4R
and TuC 4ir was also used tu »ing the perdmeter with fires. Friority

of ell fires was given to C Company. The artillery Fu with C Coumpany
wag pinned down by rifle fire in tho company CF erea. Hence the artille
ery was adjusted by iy artillery liaison ufficer from ny CF. Therc was
good cheervation.

‘Be 4t approxivately 0715 hours, tha Commpnding Vfficer, ¢
Company regquostod reinfurcements. I teok a platuon from Company & \it .
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boing the closest to ¢ Coupeny) and dispatched it for the C Company

CP arces It ceme under fire while moving over the open ground, lost

2 bIi and WIa, but mado it to the right center of the C Conpany sector.
&% about 0745 hours, the & Conpeny sector was attacked by whet was

later detormined to be & small furce. We wirs now being attnoked fronm
three differont directions with firing of equal intonsity in all three
areass Urazing fire from enemy sunll arue and sutcustic woapons was
criss-orossing the interior of the perimeter into the landing zone,
battalicn CP erca end aid station. Twolvo tu flftGQQ H& oxplosions

of either snemy morter or rooket fire ocoured in the parimetar. Sgveral
men wers woundaed in and noar tho CF by small arms fire. vne was ki,

I alerted ry reserve for probeble commitment in the C Compeny ares or

D Company Sootor - both of wiich ocontingencies we had planned for the

. night before. L redived the brigede gcmmander, informed hin of the
gituation, and in view of the losses being sustained by C Company and
the hoavy atteck, 1 requested an additionsl reinforcing ccnpeny. %o
hed alreudy alerted Uompeny &y, 2d Battalion, Tth Cavelry the previous
night and agsemblod it with helicopters ready fur movemont. My re-
quest was approved but L did net briag the company in at that tire due
to heavy firo in the 44, bee Tab I for dispusitions of oppesing forces.

Ce Tho heavy fire fight continued only in the U and U Conpany
Beotors. ot cno tire, epproximstely 0800 hours, the anti-tank platoon
was heavily ongoged and the L& was severely threatensd. The mortaruen:
wera firing both their mortars and their rifles and teking hosvy small
arms firo. Une mortar was hit and put out of action by eneuy fire.
L connittod 1y reserve, the Recon Flatcon, which roved into the left
of tho U Company sootcrs headed towards U Company and cleanod it out.
Ti.oy joinoed up with the rest of D Coupany and from then on throughout
the rest of the attack, that porticn of the porimeter wss under ocntrol.
This pormitted me tu take the wisk of cemmencing to bring in . Company,
24 battalicn, Tth Cavelry. slthough the Lz was under fire, it was roduced
gonevhats I needed  Company, 24 Dattnlion, Tth Cavalry in,sc that I
cvuld reinforce or pwssibly counterattack or block in or behind the
C Coupany seotor. I ordered the ccimender, b Company, 24 ﬁattuilun,
Tth Cnvalry to pull one sdditional rifle platouh plus his cusmand group
off his linej turn the soctor over to. his romaining platoons assehble
the Company (=) dispersed near my CPy and prepare, on order, tc reinforce,
block, or counterattack in the U Company weotor whioh wes 125 noters to
tho east of the CF or seoond, in any othor avwa. By then, two ufficers
of C Company had been killed and three wounded. However, tho company
coulender although shot in tho oligest gnd buck continued ¢ funoticns
holp tu control his oompanys end give we reports for noarly three hours.
The men of C Company stuod their ground. Une men of Company D who wound
up in the € Company sector was the only scldier loft couvering 50 metors.
He persunally shot 10 = 15 enemy with his M-16 »ifle firing from the
kneeling position. The company radio oporator picked off 15 = 20 from
- the company Cr foxhole. The ocompany ovumander killed several before
he wes wounded. The onewy fire wes so heavy that movement towards or
within the sectur resulted in more friondly casualtioes. L4t wus during
tide aotion at 0755 hours that 211l platoon positions threw & ocvlored
suoke grenade on ny order to dofine visually for Tal adr, wite, and
artillery air observers the perirhery- of tho perimeter. a1l fire support
was brought in extremely clouss, Some frdendly artillery fell inside
the perimeter, and two ¢atts of fmpali were fdelivered in my C2 area
wounding. two mon and sebvding off sume =16 ammo. This wo acceptod as
abnorrinl, but nut unexpecbed duo te the emergency ncod for unusually
alugo=-in fire support (50-100 weters/. G Company, with attachments,
fought tho nageive enouy fores for ovor two hours. 4t approxinately
0910 hours, elements of 4 Company, 24 Babtaliun, Tth Cavalry began
londings 1 briofed the Commnding Ufficer, . Compeny, 24 Battalion,
Tth Cavelry on the situation and sew % it that ho was oriented by the
Coumanding Officer, B Cimpany, 24 battelion, Tth Cavalry on the sector
he was to go into. I then ordered the Commanding Officer, Company B, - . ..
24 Battalion, 7Tth Cavalry to move with his command group and the one .
platoon to tho C Company sectur, assune ountrol over the romain' o
C Compony end rosponsibility for tho defense of thu sector.
out at 0941 hours. -THE romeining platoud of B Compeny, 24
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Tth Cavelry followed shortly nfter when it was relicved on the perimetur
by 4 Company, 24 Battalicn, Tth Cavalry. whon the 3rd platuon of &
Oompany, 24 Battelion, Tth Cqv Llry dismounted frowm tho choppers, it
hended towards the C Company, 18t battalion, Tth Cavolry fire fight and
asgonbled behind their left platoon. I attachod it to B Company, 24
Battelion, Tth Cavalry and it fought with that company throughout the
noxt two doys. By 1000 hours the onemy ottack had been defented. C
Company had holde. The aneuy never ponsetrated through their positiune
4t approximetoly 1330 hours all companies on the perimeter screcnod
vut for 300 weters and policed thu battlefield. Deund P4VN, PuVN body
frognents, and PuVV wenpons and oguipmont were litborod in profusion
around the odge and furwerd of the perdupters Lumerus. body fraguonts
woro sosn. There was massive ovidence esgv bloody trailsy bandeges,
o}6F many othor PaVi being deegued away from the aron. Somo of the
eneny dond wore found stackod behind enthills. artillery and Tul sir
was placed on all weodeft areas nesxrby intov whioh trails disavpenred.
Kunerous onemy woapons werae colleotod along with ¢ther armenent. wo
prisoners were taken dnd evasunteds Friondly dead snd wounded were
also gellocted. Sonme friendly wers killed and wotnded in this screen-
ing, U Uompany, 18% Lattelion, Tth Cavelry was thon positioned as

the battalion reserve in tho centok of the perimetor and i Company,

24 Battalion, Tth Cpvalry was in position in the furmer b Conpany,

2d Battrlion, Tth Chvalry sector.

VI

RL:DISPuu:LTIou OF Thl PERI @m AR

s beto in tho aftornoon of 14 Novembor, the Hrigade Conmander
had rowed tha 24 Battalion, 5th Cavalry, into L2 Vietor. 4t appreximately
0800 hours it headoed, on foot, for Ld X-HY. See Tab J fur routes used.
4t 1205 hours, it clusod into A-RaY¥. Tho Coumending Vfficer, 24 Battalion,
5th Cavalry and 1 cocrdinated on the dispositicn of forces. It was agroed
that his & and b Companies which woro south and west of L X-RBuY on the
lowor slopos of tho wountein heedod northwest plus b Cumpany, 18t Battalion,
Tth Cavidry would conduct a ceordinated attack behind artillery, R,

TaC adp properation ¥ velieve the surreusded platvon. The route of
attaok was as shown et Teb e It was ugreed thaet I would assume opor-
abioiind quptrol of Cotpany B, 2d B&ttalion, 5th Cavelry and be in overall
control of 41l udnite af Mo SeRaY 11:3 a’:ﬁaymsibility for its defensoe.e B
Coupany, 26 Battelions Sth i&amlry aoved forweard of v Uompony, 1ot Bottalion,
Tth Cavalry on the petineter. il 26 Bettalion, 5th Cavalry mortars wonb
inte poesition and pogistsiad. D Lomiprly, 18t Battalion, Tth Covalry (winus
the mertar ;olatoun) was atided e U Gcfmmany, 18t battellen, Tth Cavalry
- in regorve. The stbenk Ay o apd ¢ Gompanies of the 24 battalicn, 5th
Gavalyy and B Company, 18t Battalicn, Tth Ggvalry under oontrol of
Comnending Ufficer, 2d Battalion, Sth Gavolry jumped off at 1315 hours.
There was little enoily vesistancd. o Compeny, 1st Bettalion, Tth Covalzy
- reachod tho surrcupded platooht at 1510 Hours.. . &t the lecation there were
8 klu, 12 W4 and 7 unwovnideds ‘Tho platcon $4ill hed atime loft tud weore
in guod morales The wounded were ovaguated end all vaite disyosed and
dug in fer the nhight. Disposibions were as shown ab Tob be sniition;
waten, and Mtiogs Srop Drought dn and giiﬂbﬁ‘i’bm'huéw Thy idsad wore all
&V&@u&ﬁﬁﬁp i
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Be 4t apiroxiuetely 0400 hours, the enory began probing the
B Company, 24 kattalion, Tth Cevolry scotor. wt 0422 hours o force of
250 - 300 enemy atitacked b Company, 2d Battalicn, Tth Uavalry dn the
18t Battalion, Tth Cavalry scetor, Tho route of attack was from the
gouthoast as shown at Tab l.  Flapeship 1illumination was callo@ for and
continuous until 0545 hours. The attack was beaton off by small srms
and artillery fires. 4t 0431 hours ancther sttack by 200 snemy ocwe in
cn B Uompeny, 24 Battalion, Tth Cavalry. dach time a flare would light
up, the enery would hit the ground or fall back into the cover and con=-
ceallunt offered by the high grass and troes. The artillery took a
heevy toll. There werc four batteries firings, The PV could be secn
dregging off numercus bodies. By 0503 hours, the weight of his attiuck
hat shifted more to the scuthwest with ayproximetely 100 encmy attacking.
This was repulsed by 0535 hours, 4t 0550 hours, the flareship ran out
of flares. artillery illumincticn wes then employed. The mortars of
both battalicns had been firing Hs since the attack began. Lortar
illumdnetion was then permitted. Lt 0627 hours, ancther attack cane
directly towards the CP. at 06471 hours the éneny had boen beaten
off end was dregeing off bodies under fire. U Company, 24 Bottalion,
Tth Covalry had performed magnlflcently, and had suffered only 6 lightly
woundod. Jduring the atteock, twe separate resupply runs of munw wers
mede by the Recun Platoon, st pattalion, 7th Cgvalry under fire ond one
by the A0 and radic operators of B Uompany, 20 Battalion, Tth Cavalry.

: Cs at 0641 hours, orders were given fur all men on the perimeter
to spray the trees and the anthills and bushes forward and ovor their
positiong at 0655 hours for two minutes to kill infiltretors, snipers, eto.
Tmmetiiately upon firing, a force of 30 -~ 50 YuVW exposod thenselves 150
moters forward of Conpany o, 24 Bettion, Tth Cavalry and begen fTiring
thoir weapons. &apparently the "uad minute" free spraying, Plbh:turbLy
triggerod o possible enemy attack. HE anl VI artillery was brought in
and the attuek was besten off in twenty minutes. The tactic of spray
firing acocunsed for 6 PuVN dend. Uno hing fr.om a tree forward cf the
left platoon of B Company, 2d battalion, Tth Cgvalry. dncther dropped
out of & tree immadiately forwerd of the B Compeny CP. Yne M.VL was
killed sbout one hour later attempting to climb down a tree and csoapo.
by compeny ccrmaencders reported to me that the men likod this spraying.
In edcition to killing eneny, apprarently it affords a releass of tone
sion built up through the night, and clears any doubts as tc encry
noarbye. bt 0716 hours, a cautious and delibarcste sweep was nmde Yy
Company C, 1st battalion, Tth Cavalry and the Recon pletoon, 1s
Battalion, 7Tth C,velry throughout the intericr and fringes of the b
I ordered this conﬁucted on hands and knecs t¢ search for friendly
casualties and PLVN infiltrators in the high clephant gress. The troos
were algo searched. There were negative rosults. ‘ :

. D. At 0810 hours, all units on the perlmeter wera ordered to

- coordinato with thoir flank wnite, end propare to move out on a voearch
and clesr swepp 500 metebs vonmending tn erder. Tho movement began ab
0955 hours, however, after meving 50 - 75 meters b Vumpany, 24 battalion,
Tth Covalry oame under fire. Ve platodn leader wes soriously weundod.
A1 mevenefit wae: stoppad.‘ B Uump 24 Battalion, Tth Cavelry pulled
back t. the perimetor Foxloles enth Glosd-in ertiliery and Tul uir was
called in. Wo then moved baok wvuts climinesbed all resistance and policed
the arens 27 more FuVN webe killed on this sweep., wneny desd were ly=-
ing throughout the ares. I gow usssive evidance of dead and wounded evac-
ustion -~ blood, body fragiients, bloody germents, etes We also brought
in three friendly kL.. Numarcus ohefy wosyons wera collected. lany were
scen which had boon freguented by fire.

b. 4% approximately 0950 hours, the first clouonts of the
24 ‘Bettalion, 7ta Cavalry (-) began srriving at X-RuY. They clused at
approximately 1200 hours. wt 1040 hours, the Brigade Conmander irdered
me tu move the battalion; Cempeny b, 24 Battalion, Tth Cuvalry; and the -
3d Piatoon, i Uqupany, 24 Battalion, Tth Cavilry by Un=1D to FulCON Lis.
then to Camp Hollewey ot Pleiku for two days of rest and rooréﬂnlmaﬁ 13!
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He ordered me to reli ny elements on line with eleme of the 24
Battalion, 7th Cevalry and the 24 Battalion, Sth Cavalry, This I ddid.

. However before moving B Company, 2d Battalion, Tth Cavalry, I had them
conduct one final lateral sweep across their front out %o 150 meters.
This wes the scene of extremely heavy action and I wanted the battlefield
thoroughly policed. The extraction by UH~-1D was completely successful,
and was covered throughout by artillery and TAU Air delivered sround
X-BAY, on the flight routes in and out, and on the slopes of the mountain,
There was no chemy fire at any time during the extraction. The choppers
were not brought in until aircraft loads were spotted on the LZ. Hence
the UH-1Ds were only on the ground a fow scconds. Concurrently with
troop extraction, eoxcess supplies, enemy weapons, cagualty gear and
weapons, and casualties were evacuated. Enemy hand grenades, ammo,
‘anti-tank woapons, etc wers placed in g large hole and arrangements
werc made with CO, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry for demolition by his
engineer teams. Many other enemy weapons had previously been destroyed
elsewhere in the battlec srea. By 1456 hours all clements of the
1st Battalion, .Tth Cavelry; B Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry and
the 3d Platoon, A Company, 24 Battalion, 7th Cavalry had been extracted
from X-BRAY bound for LZ Falcon. By 1830 hours all elements had left
L& PALCON by air and olosed into Camp Hollowsy, vicinity ofyPleiku.

p )

VIIT. ENEMY, FRINNDLY CASUALTIES, CAPTURED s

ZQUIPMENT
4. LMY :

Killed, body count - 634
Killed, wounded (Est) - 1215
Captured, evacuated -~ 6

B. FRIENDLY (INCLUDES ATTACHED UNITS):

Killed - 79
Wounded - 121
Migsing - None

C. CAPTURED BNEMY EQUIPMENT, EVACUATED:

Assault carbines w/bayonet - 54
dssault rifles, sutomatic ~ 57
Automatic Rifles - 17

Heavy Machine Guns - 4
Antitank Rocket Launchers - 5
Pigtols - 2 I

81/62 mm Mortar Tubes -2

Medics Kits - 6

Do EVEMY EQUIPMENT DESTRUYED I OBJEGTIVE AREA :

Crew-served and individuel weapons ~ 75-100 {approx)
Antitank Rockets - 3 camses of 3 rounds each

Hand Grenedes = 300-400 (approx) . .
Assorted small arms, AW ammunition - 5000-7000 rounds {est)
Entrenching tools - 100-150 (small shovel type) ‘

IR,  COMMENT:

A. The following items concerning the enemy and. general battle-
field techniques are considered worthy of mention. Most represent
nothing new and are listed for emphasis as being particularly spplicable
to the PAVN enomy. - BN

e

B. PIRE SUFPORT:

(1) Pire support to be truly effective must bo ¢cloge-~in.
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Lgadnpt heavy attecks such a8 the vnes we defonded ngamst, $0L0 enery
wiil get very clvse or even intermingled with friendly in the high
grass. bringing fires in promptly, "walking them in'" extremely close
helped us greatly. The coimander eenrot walt until he knows exactly
whers all his men are. If he doss, in o heavy action, he will get
more men killed by waiting than if He starts shooting immediately.
Unce the enemy gets as cluee ae 25 meters vut or intermingled then ho
has tho friendly fighting on his torms, with thuse who have mede it
thut elose. Close fire support thon oan be used to cut off his
follow-up units, and they will be thore. Be is much more afredd of
napaln and white phosphcr.us than Hé. de hits the dirt under Hi
fire, Under napalm and wP, he ofton gote up and runs ercund in dis=
order, and presonts A bettor target for small aruws, VT, and Hi.

The 250 pound frag bumb and the CBU's are very effoctive.

(2) Whon g unit gots intc en objective aresn, £z sonn as
possible aftor landing, artillory fires should be brought in. ‘Chis
will maybe kill scme BVN noarby and oertainly will out down biwe on
target when o fire nmission on known cneny is called fur.

(3) «orial rucket artillery is extrenoly effuctive especially
if the pilote know the exemct locaticn of friendly. It hes s tremondcus
shock offuct on the enemy. The thing sbout wde which mekes it at timeos
nore effoctive thon artillery dis the faot that it doves not have tu be
seon by ground obsorvers to be adjusted. Lf tho front lines or a friendly
preiticn is morked and can be recrgnized by the pilots, quick, a.ocu:cfte
fire support is the result.

(4) Tho LaW waa offoctive apainat tho anthills bohind
which tho PaVW wore hiding. Training cn uge of Lawd must be enphesizod.

(5) If PuVil arc oncountered close-in Curing o frie ndly
attack, the beust sulution ¢ -an atfack may be to back wp under artillery
and LB, let the sxtillery and wite. work 'bh\.. areg, cver and toon start
again, losding off with plenty- of u—?9a in the trees ahid grass and Luws
inte the anthills.

(6) Whonever illuminition was in the air many of the emeny
coascl firing. ‘ ‘

(1) Careful plicement «f M~79 mon shoudd be emphasized in
arder to -give thon the best posaibla fields of fire. They must alweys
bo on the luokout fur onomy in %roos. 1t was found thot tho M-79's
were axtromely offedtive agninst enery in trocs as well as troops in
tho open. N-T9's must be fired into troes snd the high gress even when
no ensly ar. saof.

(8) In this oporation all mortaps were owmbinod under a
centrel FUC. This was very satisfustery. The wortars were veny offect-
ivo. lMorter illuminstion firing was carefully oontrolled at battalicn
level. The morter illunincticn round hes a very high dud wabe and it

would t-ke meny rounds to provide a bettaliun perdneter $lluninction

for one hovr. Therefire it wre usod to £3i11 dhe gy for illunimrtion
betwoon the artillory and the flareship. Do mertars slone could not
have cotie closy to providﬂ.r;g tho degikod oyt of illumination.

(9) Lpbillery, ‘uz.c*c #iry 8
tine withowh loss of giroralt or offug
flew paxpondiaular b the ¥ :zwgﬁ:»’c l:m.o in thoso omses

where theoy sirmimnawaw iols % ,@‘s;mo barpet aroas. Uiher striking
aireraft flow perallel to tha gunutm“sat lino apd beyond it. This cilled
for closo teamwerk betwoon the Pl wnd $he artillery lisiscn officors

gl .h.Ru oan Yo used at the saue
‘Ilha &LL«-L mﬂ Tu.b .sa.lI‘

. (10) artillory must bo wsed aguinst pussibloe avonucs of
roinfurcenont as' well as oin the onewuy in oithor on cttagk ur a dofonse.
Closo~in oovntinucus Gofonsive H nae I fir.e are o must in o Gofensive
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situation where the enoeny 4% known %o 'bs prevent mmn if he is not
attacking.

(11) Groat omphasiy shoul& be placed on the ability of all
personnel down to and ineluding fire tesm leemiam o adjust artillery
and morter fire. _ :

(12) Bach platoon must Garyy many dolored suoke grensdes
and & panel for marking friendly lines and landing arease

{43) ‘The techniquo of having ail unite of the porimeter
throw e colored sncke grenade on oirder gieatly holped TAC Air and
AR4 B0 Jooate the perinoters

G VEMENT

(1) Movement must be ocsutiously sggressives The eneuy
mist be pinned down by fire. Sumall uodt, sguad sized fire and move-
nent must be ochducted to perfwetion. This is oxbeetely impertant.
If not condugted coprectly, men will get hit and the ppoblem is then
ogmpounded when ‘wther men stop firlag to try to resover casusities.
Then they also get hit do wany csses snd soon, oombat effectiveness of
the squady platoon, otes is in danger of being lests In this conneotion,
when eneny contact hes Been made or is strongly suspected, recon by fire
or actual fire &nd wovedment should be cunduoted to fersstall the enouy
firing first. This L& particuwlerly :,mpmﬂ;wt for a wndt moving up along-
side & unit which is in contast and din & firs fight.

(2) Plateon and company fire and maneuver mist be con-
duoted to perfeoticmo Flaza.nks muat bo poture. Open flanks can bw
d % ' Ty £ it Sguade and platoons mush be tied
n peymites The tiahter the better
ho-le up :Ln ponvsgaled firing pesitions, let

agmina’ﬁ 'bhé EAVN as ha W
friendiy go ty, then opon Ub.

(3) Close-in ertillery, 4RA, and TaC &ir froit, rear, and
both gides is e great help in moving through an aroa where there are
known oneiy. This 4s normal but sometiies overlooked.

(4) When Qom@anfws tondust sweep and clear cperations
’koga‘t%her ou‘t ol .a p@r: @bery on .:wfﬁx' B eermm route, ba’btallor mt

ea.nd flt%eﬁ ’%& %@ t@fmﬁn and "ho émrﬁy situe,tion.
D. THCHNIQUES:

(1) The teahnique of hwiding s W@:@mf (~) ¢ an offehsive.
o8 Hage sl ol ome platven cheok Bpecific arees
m@ﬁm% out togy well in this

e aotpedly on the ground
dftient;s the commander of
; F Khow which areas he
W@@ {Eﬁmt, the esseomblod
w eneny a.ttack

to move quickly with: Compmhy @ ‘E,@r c&w&&@«p the ccm‘b&et made by one
of its platuons ss sodn a4 Calipdny & had pufficient force to take owap
the 1Z security missien. In pobrdapest, the faot that Company B ek
in a posture for a fast wove : the Jeviding sone Ghdoubtiedly geve ue
the jump on the PAVN., Had iist B Compsay surprised them with their
aggressdve move up the fingsr, we wight well heve boen fighting the
PV frow the fringes of the LZ with our backs on it - and the gl
in turs would hote had gobd fislds of five on the fncuming heddweyt
corrying the lest ¢lements of A Comphiy and &ll of ¢ and P Cumpmﬂ._
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I foel that the faot that we had first B Company, then 4 Company, off
the lending zone moving against the PLVN, then C Company in & good blooke
ing position took the initiative away from him. From then on, for thres
days and two nighte, ho was roscting to our presonce.

(2) &t night, units must form tight periueters, use Claymore
wines, trip flares and dig in. The use of outposts end listening posts
depends lergely on the terrain and the eneny situation: In this operation,
it would have been suioidal as the cover and cunccalment afforded the
eneny too meny opportunities to teke the outguards by stealth. Canouw
flagod foxholes with cleared fields of fire are recuumended. Normel, butb
somotimos hard to execute under fire.

) (3) In a perimeter defense, it is necessary to chock the
front with small rocon parties at first light and periodically thrugh
the day for 100-200 meters to ciear out infiltrators, police the battle~
field, and to insure that the enemy is not messing for an atback. This
aotion should be preceded by having ell troops on the perimeier spray the
trees, grass, and anthills to thelr front and overhead at « wponivied

time for two-three minutes. When the recon eolements screci tn tha
front, it should be preceded by ertillery and recon by fire. alr Cav
Soouts overhead omn mgsist by observation. Unite should nove a2 in
the attack with fire and movement. 4ll men nust glve tho cuemy tre
capablllty of being to the front and overhead as infiltratozs, Sﬂ!DGrS:
or massing for an attack.

(4) The battalion commend group must ocarry 492 antenna
in on tho assault and set it up as svon as possible. D Ccmpany, my
alternate. CP, carried one in on the assault -~ get it up, and it
- wes ianvaluable.

B. SUBELY, SUPPORT, SERVICESS

(1) The minimum smcunt of geer should bo carried into
an asseult. This should be one mesl, a poncho, twe canteens cof wator,
salt tablets, and plenty of smmunition.

(2) Cesualties are & critical problem. Whoen firs is
pinning down individuals, ong cesualty will cost one or two mors moh
attempting to got to him. Heavy oover fire must be employed to ury
and cover the abtempt to recover the wounded wen end got hixm cut of
the denger area. Leadare at all levels in contavt under firs mwzh aot
cantiouely dn getting cesualtiss out. I lost many lesderc rillsd and
wounded while recovering casusltics. Wowded must be pulled back to
soue type of dovered position end then trested. Tpoops must not get so
conoerned with cmsualties that they forget the anemy and thoir mission:

Attempting to carry e man cut reguires up to four nen as bearers which
can hurt a unit at a oritical time.

(3) Evacuation of casuslties frem tho sress of contact
in this sotion was a problems TORD litter bearers would have been a
big help. 48 it turned out, fighting strength had to bs used to
sarry out a wounded tan (3-4 men raquired) or to assist meny walklng
wounded. (one men at least required in many oaaes).

(4) When a man is wounded or killed, his wespon and some
of his eguipment get separated from him in many cases., An 8-4 represent-
ative » officer or NCU with essistants, muet be present at least in
the battalion forward aid station and at the collecting company at
Forwerd Support, Some of our equipment was evacuated with men all
the wey to Wui Nhon. 4lso we had many M-16's shot:up and hed %o _ :
have replacements in the area. Therefure we kept a lot of weapons
in the battle ereo for re-issue. When we were pulled out we brought-
all excess weapons and equipment with us. Many ereny weapons which °
~ were captured and sont out with friendly KIi and WIA wore never seen
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again. The unit commender fighting the Wattle in the obBjevtive arca

loses dontrol of equipment, friocndly snd éneny, ones it lsaves the

. Torward ares by helivopters A mors ¢ffective "besketop" systew must
be- aet up to vatch this gear and oontrol it when it arrives st various

unloading points in the rear. , ,

(5) Rations are’ no problem. Fow men eat much when in a
heavy actiony however, water is oxtremely oritival. 16 muet be prosent
in guantity perticulsyly when there is no stroam scurse svailables.

(6) 'The pathfinder team wes tromendouss Vntil they oonld
get in around 1630 hours, 14 November; all inooming adreraft hed to %e
. guided 4n and out by the Yattalien ¢ommander on the battalion command
net. 4 pathfinder toan should go into overy battalion~eired assuult.

(7) It tuck time to relvad =16 magasines one round at
& time, In the heavy motion we ohcountered, thie took excossive time
at oritical pericds. It was particulerly critiecsl during the :n-
- attack. Also it was diffioult 0 keep ‘track of empty mage .
& heavy fire fight. The solution may be an expendeblo, plestic Lype
magazine which i vesupplied to the riflomen fully lesded in « bandolesr
as was the old M1 olip of eight rounds. u4lso; the present Mid .umo
pouch nekes orawling on the gtumach diffioult. '

(8) The dndividusl scidior must become at lesst as guod
as the PAVN in camcuflisge tochnigues end use of terrain cnd Soliage
to cover and conceal his mbvements. DThis muet e emphasized.

F. THE PAVN ENEMY:

(1) Ho sppearsd o bo well-trained. Ho wee fsrandlves
He wea syuipped with & preponderarce of autvmetic wespons end plenty of
amwnitisn. He carried 3 - 5 Chinese potato wesher hend greviodes. He
varried & softbell-sized wad of Govked rice, togh of them nerricd a
Yed roll aonsisting of a pisce of weterprosf plagtio endl & hanmocks

His woapons were well maintained.

quigkly= &

logs offaotdie:
his terggs Wi
stey-bohind kiiler

I $orns ue to vigns on

tobebly kes 4o Lall
wass, infiltrators, and

parbive,

. (3) He wes & dustily 4hote In oaring for ny men. who had
been killed snd wounde®, I wae steuck by the grost numbsr who had been
shot in the hesd and uppér pert of the body -~ particulsrly in the hoad.
Ho dofinitely aimet for the leaders -- the fien who were shouting, pointing,
talking on padios. He glse aimed for the wen cerrying radics. He also
éppoared to concentrate on men weering insignim of rank -~ particularly
hon-commissiovned officer with atripes on their erms. In this war, I
question 1f it is necessary, possibly even foolish, or inviting fire,
for nen~commissioned officers to wear insignia of their grade --

or any enlisted man for that metter. Within tho smell wnits, all men
know, their loeders. In base camp the leaders should wear their ineignis.
On operations egodnat the enemy, they should wear clean-~sleeve fatiguea.

(4) vnen attacking, the EaVN units confronting us vsed
mess assault tactios preceded in sume cases by light mortar and snti-
tank rocket fire. The latter I believe is often misteken for mortaer
fire. He also used enoircling maneuvers with 50 - 75 men groups. He
employed his machine guns extroemely woll and thoroushly understood the
value of grasing fire. A&t night, he infiltrated small numbers up to -
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the friendly positions. These enemy set up on top of grassy anthills,

in trees, and good close-in firing pesitions. He was expert at probing
our defensive perimeter at night and went toc great efforts to try to force
friendly into firing.

(5) When met by heavy ground fire or by mortar, artillery,
TAC 4ir, or 4R4 he become less organized. However, he did not quit.
Nepalm and white phosphorous he definitely did not like.

(6) He appeared to have nc radios. The leaders controlled
their men by shouting. Bugles were used during the night of 14 - 15
November on the mountain above the battalion perimeter. &lso, at night
on the mountein they usod signal lights.

(7) He fought to the death., When wounded, hc ccabinued
fighting with his small arms and grenades. Ho appeared fanctics) when
wounded and had to be approached with extreme care. Many fric:dly were

'shot by wounded PaVN,

(8) Ho also appeered fanatical in his extreue affornis to
recover bodies of his dead and wounded and thelr equipment. Ko never
stopped his efforts in this regard and used the night, the high grass,
the anthills and other concealment to maximum sdvantage to e=urve his
rurpose. We found many of his dead with ropes tied around the ankles
and a short, running end free. I saw two of my dead with similar
ropes tied around their ankles.

(9) Some of my men who met.him face to face have stated
that some PAVN appeared to be "hopped up". They based this connluainn
in part on their observetion that whan.shot, thay kept moving several
more etepe. firing before drepping. In these cases, it is pousible
that the high velocity M-16 bullet passed cleanly through ithese ensmy
without any immediate stopping effeot. 4lso some men stated that ihey
saw a faw enemy keep their weapons at sling arms-although under five.
One non~commissioned officer stated that one group of 30 or so eneumy
continued moving across the front of his squad although it wee being
out to pieces by cloee~in flanking fire.

(10) A favorite tactio of the PAVN enemy we faped seemed
to be an aggreasive small-unit encireling mansuver. Another wes s rapid
assault by 6 =~ 10 BAVN on 2 or 3 friendly. ’

(11) Vo found some of our KIi "dog tags" and wallets on
the bodies of dead PaVN, _ _

VIII. Out of all the above, the prinoipal points that I WGuld 1ike
tuv omphasize aret

he We must meke imsginative and oonstant uge of our
tremondous fire support advantage to kill the PAVN enemy before he
gete so close that we must fight him on his terms. This includes
heavy use of the M-79 and even hand grenades to hcld him out so that
artillery, TAC Air, and 4R4 can work on hinm.

Bs We must teke time and aevery ouportunity to train our
men, ahd especially our replacements, to perfection in small-unit fire
and movement and fire and maneuver. If we do not do this, men will
be killed who would not ctherwise be killed.

. G+« The commender on the battlefisld must continually anticipate
what the future mey bring or oculd bring and take steps to influence the
future before it comes about. This epplies to the enemy; to fire support;
supply of ammo, water, and medical supplies before_tho requirement -arisess
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to friendly reaction to possible enemy actions and t¢ all other matters
having & bearing on a perticular situation. also, periodically throughe
out & battle,; the commender must mentally detach himself from the action
and objeotively think -~ what is not being done which should be done to
influence the situation, and what is being done which should not be going
Ol

HARULD G. RUOHL
Colonel, Infantzy
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Copy Nr,

Hys, 18t Bn, Tth Cav
Plei Mo, RVN 24168069

140845 Yov 65 '

Written trensoript of Oral Operations Order isgued by Lisutenant Colonel
Harold G, Moore, Commending Officer, tst Dattaliony Tth Cavalry, 140845
November 1965, ,

1, SITWATIONs o ;
Ao Enemy )

' (1) Possible Battalion vicinity YA 903032,
22; Pogssible enemy on Chu Pong Mountain YA 935010..
3) Possible secret base vicinity YA 960020,

B, 3rd Brigade contimes prosent mission of search and destroy
Scuth dnd West of Flelku, Plei Me with 2/7 Cavalry South of
Flol Me and 2/5 Cavalry West of Flei Me, -

2. Mgsiont 1sgt Battallion, Tth Cavalry conducts Air assault operations

. in area LIME (Ta Drang Valley) %o search for and destroy
the enemy. Oparations will be concentrated on stream beds,
river beds, and wonded high graund to a tatimum helght. of
500 meters.,

b

3, EXECUTION:
A. Concept of Operation:

(1). Maneuver: The battelion will enter the area.of. opetations
© by company elements shuttling from their present locations
- using 16 UMD helicopters landing at Lending Zone X-HAY.

" Altornate Landing Zones asre TANGO and YANKEE to be used only
on order.  Compeny B will land firset and secure the Landing
Zone, - The Landing Zone will be seomred using the technique
of sending out recomnaissance elements from ane platoon and
reteining the company (-) assembled as a striking force.
Company A, Company C, and Company D will follow onm order.
Company. B and Company A on order will asgemble in attack
formation nff the North and, Northwest, portion of the landing
zone prepared tn onmmence a onordinated searching movement

o+ %0 the East and Northeast on order with Company A on the
"~ right (Bast). Company C initially Battalion reserve and

-Lending Zone security on order. Prepare tn move West and
gzﬁfhwest t search lower portion of mountain area vicinity
N IY.

-, (2) 'Plre Supports There will be an 8 minute diversionary
- artillery preparation vicinity Landing Zone YANKGE and
TGO, . followed by & 20 minute -tube artillery preparstion
- vicinity the primesry Landing Zone X-RAY with emphasis-on
surrounding terrain and tho finger and draw Novthwest. of

¥-RAY.. .

‘. Foé _O_FFI(;,IAL USE OMLY
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The tube artillery will bBe followed by 30 seoonds of Aerlal
Rooket Artillery followed by 30 seconds of gunship pro=
paration just prior tn touchdown of the asssult compary.
A1l mortars under Company D mortar platoon e~ntrol.
Fosition area. to be sleoted after landing. Priority

of fires initially 40 Company B then to Company A when
mnve off the 7 0 Bast beglna.

B. Compeny At
Ce Company B:
De Company Cs3
Ee Company Ds

¥, lHeadquarteréfCompany; Move to Lending Zone on oprder
utilizing 2 CH~47's.

G coordinating InStruction38 )

(1) Bach rifle cnmpany be prepared to assume migsion of any
nther rifle company on order. :

(2) oM 1154 freqﬁegqy will be used f£or nove, -
(3) #11 rifle comnanies:také oneé mortar and maximm ommund ton,

(4) 111 morviers will be broug'ht in as internal UHD loads and
" pldced under Company D anntrnl.

4.  ATMTNSTRATTON AND LCGISTICS:
Le Mo mules will be taken into obgectiva aroa untll oleared to do
830 by the Batt%llOn Oomm%nﬂer. o S
Be Porward Supply'pnint will be at Landing Zoﬁé{Félcbn ZA 022@32.
Ce Equipment left at Plei Mo will be placed inside the Special Purces
- Gamp prepared for air mnve to Landlng Zmne Falcon or X=R4Y on order.
5. comru.mmm) BIGNAL: v o |
Ao Batbalion Commnler fni¥110y Wikh Assmiit opmpen
B. * Battalion Porvard Ootiand Bretr * Lahidine Zons %-RAY at Basbalion
Gommandor's 1ocation; L ) T
Co Battalion Roar Command. Postz Pﬁaseﬁt location initially. Landing’
Zone Falonn on orﬂer;
- - Mooms ..,
.. Lt Colomsl
 OFFICIALj
TN g A
& i
\ DILLON
S’

"FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY












-































L .
5 -4 . i L
-l <t
L L ;-
"
™
-
||-—. #‘
e
- Wy
.-”T-. "
b
Ll ...'.. i, -
. ’ ",
i M 1t
rl.#.-..ﬁ_.” #&_. . A
-. w Tl '
N .-..1 ..1,_.___ _|:
i -l ] 2
| ¥ e A i
it 0 % N -

|
)







CHU PONG
MOUNTAIN

[FOR OFFICIAL USE O} i i Tk

HemiLy woopsd
ARED

HERVILY WooDED
AReA .

o
- m.o 100 200

j -

Approximatc Scals 1n Misteps




m%ﬁ

| Tab G
[FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY]






N | CHU PONG
MOUNTAIN

HEAVILY  aso0t
AREA

®

(o] So
4 ] -00 200

Approyimate Scale 1n Metses



FOR OFFICIALUSEONLY]  Tab J

T D Ny W YT ST I U RPN LR IO LI AR L) M L SN 106, JPNAR RO N



N

N Ui 3w, V‘-"W |

FOR OFFICIALUSEONLY)  '2b K




3
a3000(" MINYH

SPIPIY W T1G wikogddy
oo/

w3y

azaoo Anv3H

vy dgaoo(.“ }ﬂ\w

' |FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY]



CHU PONG

I..TZI’ | MOUNTAIN | s
\ o
: amﬁﬁm Lo
ey
_. - _.__m!__z.tooomc RAREN o\ mm |
2
Q
=
m.,. ..
Q
3
Wm.., n

HEAUILY WeoDED
AReh.

TR

hww»o.?i ate Seale in Metees



