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Eddy to be top MEDCOM NCO

CSM David A. Eddy is the new command sergeant major for U.S. Army Medical Command. Previously he was command sergeant major, North Atlantic Regional Medical Command. Earlier roles included commandant, 7th Army NCO Academy; command sergeant major, 30th Medical Brigade; command sergeant major, 226th Medical Logistics Battalion (Forward); and operations sergeant major, 55th Medical Group (Airborne).

New machine improves anesthesia in field

When MAJ Brad West spent two and a half months in Iraq recently, he made a little bit of anesthesia history. The nurse anesthetist introduced the ventilatory assist device to 250th Forward Surgical Team (Airborne). He offered the device as a replacement to a 1980s-era anesthesia vaporizer that works but has limitations. “In reality, it (ventilatory assist device) is a middle ground,” said West, now chief anesthetist for the Army’s Trauma Training Center in Miami. “It’s somewhere between what we exactly want and what we have. It’s a step in the right direction and is going to continue to get better.” The older machine — called the draw-over anesthesia machine — forced the anesthesia provider to manually squeeze a bag to breathe for the unconscious patient.

More troops get smallpox, anthrax shots

More U.S. service members will be vaccinated against smallpox and anthrax, the Defense Department says. The availability of additional smallpox and anthrax vaccine permits vaccination of all service members assigned to U.S. Central Command, and many serving in U.S. Pacific Command, including troops assigned to South Korea. The policy change does not reflect any increased level of threat, officials say. Central Command troops in the Afghanistan and Iraq theaters have already been vaccinated against smallpox and anthrax. Now remaining Central Command members will get vaccinated. 
New textbook examines military medical ethics

Current events in Southwest Asia have again highlighted the role of U.S. military medicine in treating friend and foe alike. The ethical necessity of this is the subject of a two-volume set of books on military medical ethics just released by the Borden Institute. Military Medical Ethics explores the ongoing tension between the medical profession and the profession of arms as experienced by the military physician. The books are available free of charge to qualified U.S. military medical personnel. Each book is a comprehensive reference by a distinguished group of authors.
Other important stories in this month’s edition of the Mercury include:

      Army releases report saying front-line action has hurt some Soldiers’ mental health. Service members and families get confidential counseling through 24-hour-a-day “One Source” program. 

      High-technology prosthetic wonders like the Otto Bock microprocessor C-leg knee unit and myoelectric Utah 3 arm keep Soldiers in the mainstream of life and in some cases on active duty.

     LTC Patricia A. Patrician, AMEDD Center and School, gets 2004 Anita Newcomb McGee Award from Daughters of the American Revolution for excellence in professional and military nursing. She was chief of nursing research at Walter Reed Army Medical Center when selected.

      SFC Amanda V. Britton of Walter Reed Army Medical Center’s Visitors Bureau coordinates over 1,500 visits by celebrities and ordinary citizens wanting to thank wounded service members.

  Army surgeons in Iraq and Texas use e-mail and website to solicit donations of medical texts and journals for Tikrit Medical College, Iraq. Over 1,500 boxes pour in, from nearly every state.

      Four medics are in the cast or crew of the 2004 Soldier Show: 1LT Meredith Melcher, 546th Area Support Medical Company, Fort Hood, Texas; SGT Tara Montgomery, 168th Medical Battalion, Camp Humphreys, Korea; PFC Daren Taylor, Fort Belvoir, Va., MEDDAC; and SGT Thomas D. Mahoney, 2nd Battalion, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort Irwin, Calif. 

      Egyptian army provides medical services to coalition members and local nationals daily at El Salam Field Hospital at Bagram Air Base, Afghanistan. People travel from as far away as Iraq, Iran, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan and Pakistan for treatment.

      Photo page shows medics bringing aid to Afghans: 2LT Julie Sheets, a 25th Infantry Division physician assistant, checks breathing of young girl; veterinarian MAJ Trudy Salerno and a New Zealand staff sergeant vaccinate a sheep; 2LT Wun Augustin, medical officer for 27th Engineer Battalion, conducts a physical examination on a boy at Forward Operating Site Carlson.

      Photo page shows medics in Iraq: 31st Combat Support Hospital treats insurgent; SPC Elizabeth Jarry, 118th Medical Battalion dental technician, shows Iraqi girl how to brush teeth; Air Force’s 407th Expeditionary Group practices unloading patient from Black Hawk helicopter; SGT Genevieva Powell of 225th Forward Support Battalion checks woman’s blood pressure. 

      PHOTOS: New commander MG Kevin C. Kiley accepts MEDCOM flag from Army Chief of Staff GEN Peter J. Schoomaker at Fort Sam Houston, Texas; Normandy beach sand sculpture of Soldiers disembarking from landing craft honors 60th anniversary of D-Day; SGT Critt Peterson and CPT Michael Chambers evacuate casualty in exercise in Honduras; MG Gale S. Pollock becomes Army Nurse Corps chief and is promoted from colonel to major general.

     Commentary: “Heroes can overcome flaws to serve the greater good,” by Janice Burton, suggests that heroes aren’t perfect, just ordinary people who overcome fear and adversity to do what is right; “An Army Soldier,” by CSM Kevin B. Stuart, Fort Riley, Kan., MEDDAC, is a poetic tribute to America’s fighting men and women. Also, quotations “Worth quoting.”
     Overcoming rigorous physical challenges helps develop Soldiers, writes U.S. Army Center for Health Promotion and Preventive Medicine’s MAJ Steven H. Bullock, but blind pursuit of these goals may jeopardize other vital combat readiness goals such as physical performance and health.

