The “dirty dozen” corrupt research review practices that undermine both the safety of human subjects and the integrity of research findings:

1. Efficacy by design: 

Subject selection bias; “washout” / placebo; 


comparing unequal doses

2. Recruitment: 

Assessing competency; coercion

3. Assessment of risk: 
depends who is assessing

4. IRB evaluation and approval process: 

Avoiding review—“minimal risk”

vote without examination of protocol; 

intimidation

5. Misleading disclosure documents = uninformed consent 

6. IRB shopping

7. Suppressing adverse events reports—

“don’t ask, don’t tell” 

8. Interpretation of findings:

“efficacy in expert hands is not the same as clinical effectiveness” 

9. Biased advisory panels: 

FDA panels recommend drugs that kill. 

Bioethics ethics: conscience for hire;

corporate academic dating services. 

Professional guidelines, recommendations. 

10. Corrupted published data: 

Selective disclosure

suppress negative findings;

ghost authorship  

11. Complicit government oversight:

Redefining rather than enforcing:

Who is a human subject? 

What’s a condition? 

Can children’s assent be called consent?

12. 
“Challenge” studies = relapse inducing experiments
