University of Miami

& THE COLLABORATIVE IRB TRAINING INITIATIVE (CITI)

Thank you for attending the CITI presentation at the ​FOURTEENTH TRI-SERVICE CLINICAL INVESTIGATION SYMPOSIUM.  
The Collaborative IRB Training Initiative (CITI) program began as a collaboration of trainers, IRB professionals, ethicists and clinical scientists from around the country with the common goal to provide a comprehensive web based educational program in human subjects protection.  Currently, over 240 institutions have access to the site and during the past 20months over 20,000 people have registered for the course.   Several HMO, PPO organizations (e.g., PartnersHealth, Health Partners, Christiana Care, Intermountain Health of Utah, Kaiser Permanente of So. Cal.) have subscribed to the course.   The Course is also used by numerous universities (e.g., Harvard, Saint Louis University, University of Washington, University of Nebraska, Duke) research centers (e.g., Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, Cleveland Clinic Foundation) Military Medical Centers (e.g., Walter Reed Army Medical Center, Brooke Army Medical Center, Wilford Hall Medical Center ) and state institutions such as the State of Alaska and the State University of NY (SUNY) system.  The Course is provided to the VA system and soon a new course site for the Department of Energy will be opened.  
The “Core” Course. 

The CITI “Core” Course in The Protection of Human Research Subjects consists of 14 modules each focused on a different aspect of bio-ethics and human subjects research.   Each module, developed by experts in the "IRB community" has an associated quiz.   Although the CITI course is the only web based training course that also includes a module specifically for VA researchers, the other 13 modules in the “Core” curriculum are designed to be generic with respect to institution and/or government agency.  

The Distance Learning Software maintained at the University of Miami, compiles the quiz scores and the training data is forward to each respective facility/institution on a regular basis.   Your institution can decide what score is sufficient to pass the course.   The individual institutions can distribute certificates or letters of completion or for an additional charge CITI can send out certificates based on the predetermined level of achievement.   The CITI office at the University of Miami retains all records in strict confidence.

Institutional Pages
 A unique feature of the CITI program is the opportunity for each participating institution to post institution specific educational materials on an "Institutional Page".  The users can even be quizzed on this institutional specific material if that is desirable.   This is a very popular feature of the CITI program.
Continuing Education Course
In May 2002 The CITI will role out a new continuing education/re-certification course.   All participating institutions will have access to the course and there will be no additional institutional fee for this course.  This supplement to the ”core” course is intended to meet the Continuing Ed. or re-certification needs of our member institutions.   This course will focus on the key issues presented in the “core” course, will require 1-2 hrs to complete and will have quiz questions to reinforce important points.    
CME Credits
Six CME credits are available for successful completion of the “Core” course.

Costs for the CITI Program

CITI charges a user-fee of $1000 per institution/facility for the first yr. to offset the administrative costs of running the site and the yearly upgrades.  This also includes a set up fee for your institutional page.   There is no limit on how many learners your facility can send to the course site.   CITI charges a yearly fee after year 1.   Multi-institutional or multi-facility arrangements can be negotiated.    Currently we are planning semi-annual updates of content and quiz questions.    
How to enroll your institution.
The CITI can get your institution set up and ready to go in a few days. All we need is: 

1. Full name of your institution as you want it displayed.
2. A logo for your institution in JPG or GIF format (prepared on a PC). 
3. The name, title, address, email address, phone number, fax numbers, for the person who will be responsible for handling questions from your faculty and who will be receiving the training records.
4. The information you would like on your institutional page.(e.g., links, documents, policies and procedures for you institution etc.  We will put links to the Belmont report, the Declaration of Helsinki and the OHRP document library as a matter of course.  We also will put a link to your web page and/or the training coordinator if you like).  This material can be changed or updated as necessary.
5. Any Specific instructions to your learners before they start the course.

6. A memo (email is ok) expressing your institution's intent to pay the $1000 fee for yr. 1 .   We bill you after your site is set up and running.

If you have not visited the site let me know and I will provide you with a UserID and Password so that you may "demo" the site.  

Alternatively, You may go to our registration site at www.miami.edu/bb/citireg and register for the course.   This is how your students/trainees would register.  If you don't see your institution on the pull down menu, register as an ARENA member or as a U of Miami employee to "demo" the site.    Within 24 hrs, except on weekends, you will get a USERNAME and password and direction on how to get to the site.
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