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Foreword

“We envision, design, and train a premier 
military medical force for decisive action 
in support of our Nation.”

The Army Medical Department exists for one 
reason: to ensure the Soldier pictured here 
and his Family have access to the very best 

healthcare possible, on the battlefield and at home.

Today’s mission statement for the Army Medical 
Department Center and School (AMEDDC&S) 
aptly describes what legions of professionals 
working here have been doing to provide and 
advance professional military medical education 
for the past 90 years. It also describes the work 
these professionals have done and continue to do, to ensure healthcare 
on the battlefield and in humanitarian settings is the very best possible. 
This volume tells their story in pictures and words.

By virtue of its core mission of saving lives on and off the battlefield, the 
AMEDD has always been a unique organization within the U.S. Army. The 
AMEDD conserves and advances health, treats patients who become ill 
and injured, and provides a full range of healthcare services to Soldiers 
and other warriors deployed around the world.

For 90 years the Army, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, and Department of 
Veterans Affairs have looked to the AMEDD Center and School for the  
very best in education and training to care for America’s sons and daught-
ers in dangerous places and in brick and mortar hospitals and clinics.

To be successful we rely on the competent and creative intellect of 
Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, and Civilians to mold the next generation of 
those ensuring the success of our military healthcare system. This same 
professional intellect is required to envision how healthcare can best be 

provided in austere and dangerous settings, and 
then design that system.

Every Army healthcare leader since World War II is 
a graduate of one or more AMEDDC&S programs 
of instruction. No Army healthcare Soldier 
can deploy to conflict or combat without first 
attending school at the AMEDDC&S. The doctrine 
and organizations used to provide healthcare to 
America’s warriors in combat are written and 
developed at the AMEDDC&S. Army Medical 
Department readiness does, indeed, start here.

Today’s men and women of the AMEDD Center and School carry on 
the very best traditions first begun on Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania, 
in 1920. From 1946 they continued on Fort Sam Houston, Texas, to the 
present. We are proud to share their story with you.

 
 

David A. Rubenstein, FACHE 
Major General, U.S. Army, 

Commanding General
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Preface

I had been in my position as the Army Medical Department Center 
and School’s (AMEDDC&S) historian a little less than a year when 
I was tasked by MG David A. Rubenstein with producing the first-

ever pictorial history of the AMEDDC&S. It sounded simple enough —
compile and publish a collection of images that illustrated the history of 
the AMEDDC&S from its beginning at Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania, 
in 1920 to the present. 

As I and the various contributors to this publication combed old Annual 
Historical Reports (AHRs), After Action Reports (AARs), scrapbooks, 
newspapers, journals, and museum collections, it became apparent that 
all years were not created equal. Content, quality, and preservation of 
not only photos but documentation of command events varied wildly 
from year to year. To verbally illustrate the years with little photographic 
documentation, excerpts from articles and reports were included to 
round out the proverbial “picture” of our past. What started off as 
a pictorial history has become, de facto, the first baseline history of the 
AMEDDC&S.

The AMEDDC&S has had several organizational name changes since 
1920. It has been at various times the Medical Field Service School 
(MFSS) in the time periods of 1920-1946, 1947-1955, and 1960-1972; Army 
Medical Service School (AMSS) in 1946-1947 and 1955-1960; Academy of 
Health Sciences (AHS), 1972-1991; and the Army Medical  Department 
Center and School (AMEDDC&S) from 1991 to the present. It has 
also  been endearingly  called the “Schoolhouse” by many  AMEDD 
generations. Organizational name changes were not always recognized in 
official reports and/or articles; it appears that various authors continued 
to use organization names they were most familiar with or partial to. 
Schoolhouse activities were also mistakenly called Brooke Army Medical 
Center  (BAMC) or Health Services Command (HSC) activities  years 
after having been moved from under those commands, so readers might 
see two or three different organizational names for the schoolhouse used 
during a single year. 

What readers will see in this history is that there have been many changes 
over time, but the mission to ENVISION • DESIGN, • TRAIN has 
remained the same over the past 90 years of history.

– Adriane Askins Neidinger 
AMEDDC&S, Command Historian
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