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[Abstract:  The purpose of the Abstract is to provide a short synopsis of the battle being discussed.  It is to be single spaced, with a font of 12, and no more than two short paragraphs.  An abstract example follows:  ]





Abstract


The Battle of Yeehaw Junction pitted the Confederate forces of General Stuart Josiah Culpepper against the Union forces of Major General Cameron Clinton Morgan on 21 March 1864 at Yeehaw Junction, Florida in a battle that would determine the possession of the strategically important Yeehaw Junction Corridor.  This battle, won by Confederate forces, highlights the Principles of Maneuver, Mass, Economy of Force and Surprise, and the Tenents of Initiative and Synchronization.  Additionally present were the violations of the Battlefield Operating System of Intelligence and the Principle of Security.  This victory enabled the Confederates to secure the corridor and sustain the critical logistics pipeline from the "Storehouse of the Confederacy." 


















































[I.  Introduction:  The introduction is simply a general overview of a given battle in history.  In essence, it consists of what journalists refer to as the five "W's," the basic facts that give the reader a sense of time and place.  This portion is intentionally short, allowing the student to spend more time on both the substance of the battle and the analysis that follows.  It is similar in some respects to the abstract, but does not offer conclusions.  It emphasizes select criteria for analysis so that the reader can keep these in mind as he reads the analysis.  It does not, however, include all the analytical criteria.  To use all the criteria given would take dozens of pages.  This is intended to be a clear and concise snapshot of a given battle.  Use of resources should also be mentioned.  Primary resources are documents written by the participants, such as memoirs, letters, etc.  Secondary resources are historical accounts of an event written by someone who researched primary resources and compiled the data.  The paper should be written with a font size of 12 and be double-spaced.  An introduction example follows:  ]





The Battle of Yeehaw Junction


Introduction


The Battle of Yeehaw Junction occurred on 24 March 1864 near the rural hamlet of Rawlin’s Station, Florida, pitting the Confederate forces of Brigadier General Stuart Josiah Culpepper against the Union forces of Major General Cameron Clinton Morgan.  This battle emphasized the effective use of Maneuver, Mass, Economy of Force and Surprise, and the Tenents of Initiative and Synchronization.  It also conclusively demonstrated that superior technology, numbers and resources were not an effective substitute for good generalship and adherence to the Battlefield Operating System of Intelligence and the Principle of Security.  One primary source was used, General Culpepper's memoir, The Fighting Gator of Yeehaw Junction.  Secondary sources include Yeehaw Junction and the War in Florida by Jonathan Wheeler, and references provided by the University of Florida on the Internet.





[II.  Strategic Setting:  The strategic setting gives an overview of the bigger picture, but not the whole picture.  The strategic setting begins with the immediate causes of the conflict.  This means the immediate events leading to the battle.  If a student wishes to give a battle on Antietam, for example, he need not give us the cause of the Civil War.  Entire Ph.D programs are devoted to the causes of the Civil War.  We need to explore the strategic events that led to the battle being analyzed.  Next we compare the principal antagonists.  We briefly discuss their military systems.  How are they performing?  What is their command structure doing?  Their intelligence?  The strategic logistical situation?  And how are the troops' morale, health and welfare?  All of this plays an integral role in how they perform when the battle begins.  Citations in the form of endnotes for quotes and other material derived directly from a source are a MUST and should be documented as shown.  In Microsoft Word, go to "insert," “footnote,” select “endnote,” then add the appropriate number under the “custom” option.  Four endnote citations and a strategic setting examples follow:  ]





Strategic Setting


The landing of Union troops in Florida in late 1863 and subsequent occupation of Jacksonville, the state’s major population center, did not automatically lead to the collapse of Confederate resistance and swift pacification of the largley rural peninsula, whose saltworks and foodstuffs made so vital a contribution to the Confederate war effort.  The defeat of Union troops at Olustee (Ocean Pond) in January 1864 spurred the 


senior Federal commander on the scene, Major General Oretes Brownleaf, to launch a second offensive from his Jacksonville base upon receipt of reinforcements from Grant’s Army of the Potomac in Virginia.  His major striking force was Brigadier General Cameron Morgan’s infantry division and attached cavalry brigade.  Opposing him was a motley collection of Confederate regulars, county militia units, guerrilla bands and Seminole Indian scouts commanded by Brigadier General Josiah Stuart “The Fighting Gator” Culpepper.1


	The military systems were profoundly different in many respects.  Most of Morgan's troops consisted of the 107th, 110th and 114th New York Regiments who fought south from Hilton Head, South Carolina.2  They were well trained, provisioned and experienced.  Morgan's staff, however had problems.  Many of his staff came from Brigadier General Roland Seymour's command, and the defeat at Oluskee caused considerable rancor.  Regimental commanders resented Morgan's command and blamed Brownleaf for Seymour's defeat and subsequent removal.  Intelligence was spotty throughout Florida, as there were few towns and roads amidst the swamps and deep pine forests.  The acrimony between the senior leadership was felt throughout the ranks as morale plummeted.  Troops were disheartened at being in the swamp-infested quagmire, wondering of its value to the overall war effort and wondering how anyone could even want to live there.3  


	Confederate troops, on the other hand, had high morale.  They were near their homes and were riding high after the victory at Oluskee.  General Culpepper was elevated to his current rank by General P.G.T. Beauregard, and was chosen to temporarily replace the hero of Olustee, Brigadier General Joseph Finegan, who was recovering from malaria.  It was critical that the troops' spirit was high, however, because they had little else.  Their clothes were worn, and even the lowest private could sense that the Confederacy was rapidly losing the war.  A survivalist mentality began to take over from false optimism.4





[III. Tactical Situation:  The tactical situation basically gives the comparisons between the two forces and clearly demonstrates who has the advantage.  We use the METT-T template (with equipment replacing enemy) as a means to determine the relative strengths and weaknesses of each side.  A tactical situation example follows:  ]





Tactical Situation


1.  Mission:  Morgan's mission was clear: to rout the remaining Confederate troops at the Yeehaw Junction corridor.  This was located in the south central portion of the state, about 150 miles south of Gainesville.  Moving from Jacksonville, Morgan would move his troops approximately 50 miles, then heading south on the Florida Turnpike, the only road in the center of the state.  This means he would have to fend off skirmishes from the vicinities of the few small towns in the area and move with an extensive supply train.  Culpepper's mission was simple.  He had to harass the Union forces with cavalry troops and local militia in order to position his soldiers north of the entrance to the Yeehaw Junction corridor.  The advantage was to the Confederates.





2.  Equipment:  Morgan had breech-loading rifles for his cavalry and rifled muskets for his infantry.  He also possessed rifled cannon, but limited his number of artillery pieces to gain speed and accommodate a moderate logistics train.  His ammo and other classes of supply were plentiful but the distance would slowly cause these resources to erode.  The Confederates had sufficient food and water, but most other classes of supply were scarce, particularly their ammo.  Many carried hunting rifles and shotguns of varying caliber.  Artillery was limited and gunpowder was low.  The Union had a clear advantage here.





3.  Terrain:  Once leaving Jacksonville, Morgan had to traverse bug, snake and alligator-infested swamps before traveling through the central Florida plains.  Even though it was in March, the temperature was very hot and humid.  The Yeehaw Junction corridor was mostly plains and grazing land, but had small marshy areas and some forestland scattered throughout.  This would give the Confederates a sizable advantage as the terrain would strongly influence the battle plan.





4.  Troops:  Although Morgan had a numerical superiority in troop strength, his troops were weary from the long march.  Even with a thousand fewer troops, Culpepper's men were rested.  Being in a defensive posture also aided his battle plan, so it would appear that the Confederates had a very slight edge in this area.





5.  Time:  Morgan's weary troops did not have time to adequately prepare for battle once they entered the corridor.  Culpepper's troops were fortified by well-established defensive positions and regiments perfectly positioned for the Union advance.





[IV.  Describe the Action:  During this phase, we discuss what actually happed.  First, we outline the disposition of forces.  Then, using a chronology as a guide, we begin with the initial movements by the aggressor, followed by the initial response of the defendants.  We continue this chronological flow, outlining the major phases of the battle, emphasizing key events of each phase, if any.  We then finish with the outcome.  This portion should take no more than three pages.  An extra page or two is permissible if you include maps.  We encourage maps in the text rather than at the end because it is easier for the reader to keep track of the events.  A description example is shown:  ]





The Battle


Brigadier General Morgan departed his division’s camp on the outskirts of Jacksonville at 0630 on 21 March.  Leading the column was Colonel Theodore Thrush’s brigade of cavalry, consisting of the 15th Massachusetts, 9th Vermont and 3rd Pennsylvania regiments.  The 15th Massachusetts was in the van, with one company deployed a mile ahead of the main body as scouts.  A company of the 3rd Pennsylvania  


Cavalry was detached to the rear of the division column, where it escorted the wagon train and served as provost guard.


Behind the cavalry came the infantry brigades of Ripley, Sturdivant, and O’Malley, totaling approximately 3,300 officers and men.  Most of these units were at or near full strength, having recently arrived from rest and recruitment in South Carolina.  The cavalry regiments had been newly issued the 7-shot Spencer repeating carbine, while the infantry were predominantly armed with the single-shot muzzleloading Springfield rifled-musket, although two companies of the 12th New Hampshire in Ripley’s brigade carried breechloading Sharps rifles.


The division made good time on the narrow dirt road running south from Jacksonville, but as the column came within a day’s ride of Rawlins’ Station, a tiny settlement one mile north of YeeHaw Junction, the 15th Massachusetts’ scouts came under increasingly frequent harassing fire from enemy cavalry and local guerrillas consisting of Colonel C. R. Disney’s 7th Florida Cavalry and Captain Lemeul Leadbore’s Catamount Partisan Rangers.  Armed mostly with muzzleloading rifles and shotguns, the Confederate mounted troops were at a disadvantage when facing the Union horsemen’s repeating carbines, but the sawgrass and palmetto thickets lining the road gave them ample opportunities to stage close-range ambushes and then melt away into the brush before the enemy could react effectively.  The necessity to halt and deploy frequently to deal with ambushes coupled with the need to scout the road ahead thoroughly and in strength to forestall such tactics slowed the Union advance considerably on 23 March. 


By nightfall Morgan’s troops had sustained losses of seven dead and twenty-three wounded among the companies of the 15th Massachusetts Cavalry before halting for the night at a point four miles short of Rawlin’s Station.  Brigadier General Culpepper had been informed of the enemy’s advance on the evening prior to Morgan’s departure from Jacksonville, for the regimental sutler serving the 12th New Hampshire Infantry was a Confederate agent, and he had sent a courier southward with word of Morgan’s intended time of departure and route of march toward his initial objective of Yahoo Junction.  Culpepper used his time efficiently in selecting a position and organizing his command upon the ground to be defended.  Mustering but one regiment of cavalry (Disney’s 7th Florida) and an understrength brigade of infantry (4th and 12th Florida, 37th Georgia and   23rd Mississippi), the “Fighting Gator” was also supported by Major Augustus Cascabel’s artillery battalion (three batteries of 12-pound howitzers) and six companies of local militia composed of the young, elderly and infirm, along with Leadbore’s partisan rangers and a company of Seminole Indian scouts led by Chief Yellow Panther.  With these troops Culpepper chose to make a stand in the immediate vicinity of Rawlin’s Station on the south bank of what was locally known as Devil’s Swamp (see Map 1).
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Map 1


     	General Culpepper had used his time efficiently while awaiting Morgan’s approach.  His cavalry, guerrillas and Seminole scouts operated far forward as they harassed and delayed the enemy’s advance while he deployed his regular infantry in concealed positions within the woodline fronting on the southern margin of Devil’s Swamp, posting one company from each regiment forward in a skirmish line in the open ground between the wetlands and the brushy edge of the woods.  Across the swamp, on its northern bank, he stationed his attached six companies of local militiamen, comprised of discharged wounded veterans, underage boys and elderly men armed with muskets and shotguns.  The militia were under the direct command of Major Ezekiel Claymore, who had been specifically detached from the 7th Florida Infantry for this task. His mission was to ensure that the nervous militiamen held their ground just long enough to execute their role in Culpepper’s intended ruse of panic-stricken flight and defeat.  The dominant terrain feature of Culpepper’s chosen battleground was Devil’s Swamp.  Spanning roughly two miles from east to west, and stretching approximately 300 yards from north to south, this marshy expanse was traversed by the narrow causeway which supported the Jacksonville-Yearlingville Road.  Built by U.S. Army engineers during the Seminole War in the late 1830s, the causeway was the only high-speed avenue of approach into Culpepper’s position and was the major chokepoint along Morgan’s obvious axis of advance toward Yearlingville.  Thanks to the superior knowledge of the terrain possessed by Chief Yellow Panther’s Seminoles, General Culpepper was also privy to the knowledge that the deep waters of the swamp were also spanned by five natural submarine causeways flanking the engineers’ laborious handiwork.  At three points to the east of the roadway and two points to the west the swamp’s bottom shelved to within three inches of the water’s surface along narrow north-south ridges which permitted men on foot to move in single file across the normally impassable morass of mud and aquatic 


sinkholes (see Map 2).  Culpepper’s knowledge of and clever exploitation of these hidden terrain features combined with Morgan’s ignorance of them formed the key element of the Confederate plan for victory. 
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Map 2


At dawn on 24 March General Morgan’s command resumed its advance southward, having enjoyed little rest throughout the night due to the incessant Confederate probes of its picket lines.  The 15th Massachusetts Cavalry was in a particularly foul mood that morning because three of its men who had entered the woods to relieve themselves had been found tomahawked and scalped by their outraged comrades in the morning.  The troopers’ revolvers and Spencer carbines had been taken by the Seminoles, who mockingly left a single copper-cased carbine cartridge in each dead man’s mouth to taunt the enemy horse soldiers.  The Confederate horsemen and Seminoles continued to skirmish with the Union cavalry as they neared the northern banks of the swamp by mid-morning.  Impatient to accelerate his rate of march, General Morgan rode in company with the cavalry brigade commander, Colonel Thrush, as he urged his regiments forward against steadily lessening Confederate resistance as they came within sight of the numerous columns of enemy campfire smoke which rose in the air above Rawlin’s Station. 


At approximately 1030 the Confederate cavalry broke contact completely and withdrew through the militia’s lines to cross the swamp via the causeway-borne road.  Reaching the southern bank, they assumed positions on the flanks of Culpepper’s concealed infantry regiments, dismounting from their jaded horses to assume firing positions covering the swamp to the east and west of the roadway.  While Disney’s and Leadbore’s horsemen were crossing the swamp the Seminoles halted to stiffen the 


militiamen’s position while sending rearward guides to mark the entrances to the submerged causeways.  Their presence at the water’s edge permitted Major Cascabel’s gunners to check their cannons’ pre-registered aim upon these points.  Loaded with canister, the twelve guns were sited to transform the swamp into a charnel house when the enemy infantry entered the killing zone.        


Thrush’s cavalry came in sight of the swamp just in time to see the trailing files of Disney’s cavalry clearing the southern end of the causeway in obvious haste.  At that moment the militia and Seminoles poured a volley of buckshot and musketry into the oncoming horsemen.  Major Claymore made certain that the enemy realized they were confronted both by unsteady militia levies and the hated Seminoles.  Contemptuous of the militia but eager to gain revenge against the Indians, the 15th Massachusetts dismounted and formed a skirmish line, pouring carbine fire into the enemy ranks from their Spencers while 9th Vermont drew sabers and formed for a charge.


Acting according to plan, Major Claymore had his men fire one more volley and then permitted them to break ranks and flee.  A large portion of them headed down the causeway road, while the rest met their Seminole guides at the water’s edge and moved swiftly in single-file along the five sunken pathways to safety on the southern bank.  Seeing the militia and Indians move across the swamp, the Union troops assumed that the water was shallow throughout the expanse of the lowlands and General Morgan held his 


eager cavalrymen in check while he brought up Ripley’s brigade of infantry and had it deploy on line to launch an assault across the water.  On the far bank Culpepper’s three  forward companies of skirmishers kept up just enough rifle fire to convince Morgan that he was confronting a small force intent only upon further harassment and delay at most.


Morgan planned to launch the 9th Vermont across the causeway in a mounted charge, followed by a frontal assault by Ripley’s infantry, but Colonel Isaac Wincer, commander of the 15th Massachusetts, demanded that his cavalrymen be allowed to precede the infantry with their own dismounted attack, boasting that his men’s Spencers would clear a way for Ripley with their massive firepower.  Morgan allowed the 15th Massachusetts to fan out across the northern bank of the swamp and they slogged into the water a few yards in advance of Ripley’s troops as the 9th Vermont thundered across the causeway in a column of fours. 


The Vermonters were halfway across the causeway and the troops afoot had just begun to strike deep water when Major Cascabel’s gunners funneled twelve cannon- loads of canister pellets into the swamp.  The leading elements of the 9th Vermont were transformed into shredded fragments of men and horses in mid-stride as the canister struck home, transforming the causeway road into an abattoir, while the surface of the water to either side of the roadway erupted in hundreds of little geysers as the giant buckshot charges ripped through the 15th Massachusetts and following infantry, making the stagnant water froth with red foam as Morgan’s assault was transformed into a nightmare of slaughter.  At the sound of the guns the main body of Culpepper’s infantry brigade moved forward to pre-selected firing positions and added rapid volleys of rifle fire to the storm of lead sleeting down upon the Union troops struggling amid the mud and deep water.


As the shattered remnants of the 9th Vermont Cavalry fled back across the causeway General Morgan recovered from his initial shock and resolutely ordered more infantry forward to launch a second ill-advised assault along the elevated roadway.  The balance of Ripley’s brigade stormed onto the causeway and survived only long enough for the Confederate artillerymen to swab out their gun tubes and ram home fresh charges.  Once again canister swept across the road, its impact throwing dozens of men bodily from the causeway and into the swamp from the scything impact of the slugs.  The attacked collapsed in disorder as the infantrymen fled northward to the shelter of the wooded banks of the now carrion-littered swamp.


Within the span of ten minutes General Morgan’s aggressiveness had destroyed the better part of four regiments of Union cavalry and infantry.  The 9th Vermont and 15th Massachusetts could barely muster two companies of sound men and mounts between them, while the 12th New Hampshire and 27th New York were reduced to thirty-seven and eighty-nine men present for duty respectively.  The total casualty count registered 215 dead, 417 wounded, and 42 missing in action.  Culpepper’s losses consisted of three dead and 17 wounded. 





[V.  Significance:  This section should address the tactical (short term) and strategic (long term) significance of this battle.  A significance example follows:   ]














SIGNIFICANCE





1.  Short Term:  The debacle at Devil’s Swamp left Brigadier General Culpepper firmly in control of Yahoo Junction, for the only soldiers of Morgan’s command who laid eyes upon that crucial road nexus did so as prisoners of war. 





2.  Long Term:  The last major Union offensive of the war in Florida had been a costly failure.  No other such operations would be mounted again prior to the Confederate surrender in April 1865.  The beef, salt and foodstuffs of unoccupied Florida continued to fuel the Southern forces fight against the invaders until events in distant Virginia and North Carolina brought the war to a close





[VI.  Analysis:  The analysis should emphasize the key methods that contributed both to the victory and the defeat.  Remember, only use selected principles, tenets and/or BOS!  An analysis example follows:  ]





ANALYSIS


Brigadier General Morgan failed to achieve his objective of destroying the enemy forces shielding Yahoo Junction and Yearlingville because he violated the Principle of Security and the Battle Operating System of Intelligence.  General Culpepper’s espionage assets informed him of Morgan’s intended advance even before his departure from the base camp at Jacksonville, while his cavalry assets maintained contact with the enemy for several days prior to the main engagement, ensuring that the Union force reached the chosen battle at the proper time for Culpepper’s plan to be set in motion.  Morgan’s security element, his cavalry, failed to deny the enemy effective observation of his main body’s movement while permitting it to harass and impede the Union column. By keeping the bulk of his cavalry tied closely to the main column, Morgan yielded the Tenent of Initiative to Culpepper’s horsemen.  Upon making contact with what he believed to be the enemy’s fleeing main force at Devil’s Swamp he committed himself to battle without pausing to use his cavalry to reconnoiter the country to the east and west of the marshy lowlands, an action which might have permitted him to cross unmolested at a point up or downstream from the swamp, thus outflanking Culpepper and forcing him to withdraw without an opportunity to spring his cleverly crafted trap.


For his part, Brigadier Culpepper effectively adhered to the Principles of Maneuver, Mass, and Economy of Force.  Through the Tenent of Synchronization, these factors combined to create the culminating Principle of Surprise.  Outnumbered and outgunned, he realized that he could not achieve his objective of attritting Morgan’s force and denying it control of the rail and road junction, as well as Yearlingville, by engaging in a conventional battle on anything approaching even terms.  He possessed a clear understanding of what he had to accomplish and how he had to do so.  


He employed Maneuver and Mass of critical combat power at the decisive time and place while making effective use of both the weak and strong points of the units he led.  By marring Morgan in the swamps, he placed his enemy in a position of disadvantage.  He shifted the battle to one where he positioned his massed combat power into a fixed enemy whose only option was to sink and die.  Culpepper exercised effective Synchronization and Economy of Force, deftly controlling the movements and fires of the disparate elements of his force in accordance with the elements of an intelligently conceived and workable plan of action in order to bring about the desired combat power at the decisive point.  His employment of his cavalry, guerrillas and militia reflected a thorough thought process of utilizing each element in an exact orchestration to achieve the desired effect of luring Morgan’s troops into the killing field of overwhelming force.  His exploitation of his Seminole scouts’ superior knowledge of critical terrain features while denying the enemy the opportunity to effectively reconnoiter the same ground gave the critical element of Surprise once the battle was opened in accordance with the time, place and circumstances of his own choosing.


Nicknamed the “Fighting Gator,” General Culpepper’s victory at Devil’s Swamp in defense of Yeehaw Junction also served to benefit his namesake animal.  For years after the butchery of Morgan’s men in the swamp the resident alligators remained both prolific and unusually large as well as markedly aggressive as the result of that season of exceedingly good feeding courtesy of Culpepper’s tactical skill and Morgan’s command myopia.
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[NOTE: These endnotes are intended only as examples.  Please do not think that you are limited to only four notes!  The number will depend upon the unique requirements of your paper.]
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