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USAMRIID officers search for Iraqi weapons

Two officers from U.S. Army Medical Research Institute of Infectious Diseases helped the Defense Threat Reduction Agency and Iraqi Surveillance Group in Baghdad search for evidence of weapons of mass destruction. Now-retired LTC Jeffrey J. Adamovicz and LTC Jon B. “Ben” Woods participated in about 40 armed missions. Adamovicz was chief microbiologist for the task force. Woods, an Air Force physician with USAMRIID’s operational medicine division, served as group medical expert. The two spent nearly four months in Baghdad. They conducted raids, inspections and interrogations; interviewed Iraqi scientists; and evaluated captured pieces of material and equipment for their potential to be used in biological weapons research, development or delivery. 

Burn specialists have expertise, will travel

An Air Force cargo plane doesn’t seem to be the best place to run an intensive-care unit, but an Army team does it for burn patients. The Burn Flight Team from the Institute of Surgical Research’s burn center, Brooke Army Medical Center, Texas, does everything that would be done in an intensive-care unit....in the air. As an AMEDD Special Medical Augmentation Response Team (SMART), the team can deploy anywhere to help treat burn patients. (With a sidebar article about the team deploying to Asuncion, Paraguay, to help civilians burned in a deadly grocery-store fire.)

New leader describes four imperatives

In his first commander’s column, MG Kevin C. Kiley, Surgeon General nominee and acting MEDCOM commander, calls on AMEDD Soldiers and civilians to stay focused on the Soldier who is protecting our country and on four imperatives that define our MEDCOM and our AMEDD: Quality, Empowerment, Discipline and Service. 

Study of head injuries improves helmets

Seeing the ugly side of war, surgeons seek better ways to protect Soldiers. They gather data, on the battlefield and in the hospital, that they hope will minimize catastrophic injuries to a Soldier’s head. The Kevlar helmet and Interceptor body armor let troops survive injuries that previously would have been fatal. Unfortunately, the survivors are often left with devastating wounds. Studies reveal ways to improve head protection, but there is a trade-off for everything. More coverage may hamper flexibility or interfere with hearing. Designers must balance protection without limiting the warfighters’ capability.

Other important stories in this month’s edition of the Mercury include:

   Walter Reed Army Medical Center’s plastic-surgery service is mainly a reconstructive service. Less than 20 percent of its cases are elective cosmetic procedures.

      Civilian trauma centers are not as well prepared as military hospitals for nuclear and biological attacks, says U.S. Surgeon General Richard Carmona. He says lessons from combat casualty care teach the nation’s trauma centers appropriate methods.

      SFC Barbara Gravelin is first Soldier to get USO Spirit of Hope Award for volunteer work. She is NCOIC of the dental clinic at William Beaumont Army Medical Center.

     COL Richard Gonzales arrives in Afghanistan for a 90-day tour: soon, he signs on for a year. He has found a calling, teaching Afghan physicians modern orthopedic methods.

      Patients come from as far as Pakistan and Uzbekistan. The triage station at the front gate to Bagram Air Base evaluates them and treats them according to medical priority. 

   The 1st Cavalry Division and Iraqi doctors train Baghdad obstetricians, pediatricians, and family-practice practitioners on current skills for neonatal resuscitation.
      U.S. and international aid groups find Iraq’s once regional-best health-care network in ruins after decades of neglect and misuse. Rebuilding it is now a major U.S. goal.

      Gulf War veterans exposed to oil-well fires in 1991 can get an assessment of their health risks through an Army Gulf War Fires website.

      U.S. Army Medical Research Institute of Infectious Diseases develops experimental vaccine against ricin which protects mice from the potential biological weapon. 
      Teams from Fort Sam Houston, Texas, win both men’s divisions, and Fort Bragg, N.C., wins the women’s division in annual Medical Command Softball Tournament, played at Fort Sam Houston. (With photos and sidebar of all-tournament teams.)

   PHOTOS: computer display that Future Warrior medics will see via helmet-mounted device; COL Charles Killingsworth examines young patient in Operation Lone Star, in which Texas Guardsmen and Reservists offer medical and dental services for civilians on the Texas-Mexico border; 1LT Brian Corwin looks at human patient and MSG Pat Pierson treats a cow during cooperative medical assistance mission in Afghanistan.

     Commentary: “Army seeks better match of skills to needs,” by Acting Secretary of the Army R. L. Brownlee and Army Chief of Staff GEN Peter J. Schoomaker, calls for better structure, not more troops, to reduce strain on armed forces.

     To take good care of your mouth, you must overcome the stress of dentist visits, writes U.S. Army Center for Health Promotion and Preventive Medicine’s CPT Justin Curry. 

     Life in a military family can stress children. A parent’s deployment can make it worse. 

