Mission Briefing Outline

The mission briefing is presented to commanders and/or staffs and required personnel/soldiers, plus representatives from other organizations or services as appropriate.  When the concept is approved, each unit/staff section conducts mission briefings for the members/soldiers at their respective locations.  Joint representation provides a basis for mutual understanding before the mission and is encouraged at all briefings.  This briefing is a comprehensive coverage of all the mission's phases. 

a. Scope. Since the scope of the mission briefing varies with the nature and complexity of the mission to be performed, it is not possible to outline all detailed matters to be covered.  Handouts can be used for certain subjects such as specified logistics, operations, and others at the discretion of the commander. The briefing order is as follows (although the briefing includes only the items that fit the mission): 

· Opening statement by the unit or mission commander. 

· Intelligence. 

· Operations (first of two sections). 

· Weather. 

· Communications. 

· Special Mission Requirements. 

· Commander.  

b. Content. The following items are discussed in the mission briefing. Special briefings for more detail are the option of the commander. 

(1) Opening by the unit or mission commander. This includes -- 

(a) A brief description of the overall operation. 

(b) The purpose of the operation. 

(c) The role of the unit. 

(d) Participation of other organizations. 

(e) Assumptions (valid and necessary for mission success)

(f) Specified, implied, and mission-essential tasks. 

(e) Constraints and limitations.

(2) Intelligence. This includes--

(a) The general situation, enemy, and friendly forces. 

(b) Enemy capabilities. 

(c) Friendly air and ground activity, including rescue. 

(d) Priority intelligence requirements. 

(e) Evasion and escape. 

(f) Conduct if captured. 

(g) Security. 

(h) Reports. 

(i) Debriefing, as required. 

(j) Existing and forecast weather at departure time, on the airfield, en route, and in the objective area.

(k) Weather outlook, if the operation is to take place more than 24 hours after the general mission briefing. 

(l) Time and location of the final weather briefing (if applicable).

(3) Operations. This includes --

(a) Concept of the operation

(b) Cover each Medical Functional Area (BOS) and state if not applicable

(c) Execution of the marshaling plan and trip numbers 

(d) Loading of emergency equipment needed for the mission. 

(e) Inspection of equipment, employment of equipment (setup).

(d) Loading of aircraft, including liaison with unit and equipment being transported.

(e) Inspection of personal equipment and crew.

(f) Completion of forms (including clearance, weight and balance, and manifests) and collection of them before takeoff.

(g) Messing and transportation. 

(h) Mission reports and other forms.

(i) Maintenance support.

(j) Coordination requirements external to organic unit.

(g) Mission timeline from feet on the ground to redeployment.

(4) Communications. This includes -- 

(a) Call signs. 

(b) Frequencies.  

(5)  Service Support

(a) Man

(b) Arm

(c) Fix

(d) Move

(e) Sustain

(6) Command and Control. This includes --

(a) Special command instructions.

(b) Designation of time and place for final briefings on topics such as weather decisions.

(c)Time schedule until execution w/ backwards planning integrated.

