DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

Headquarters, 187th Medical Battalion, 32nd Medical Brigade

U.S. Army Medical Department Center and School

Fort Sam Houston, Texas  78234-7625

MCCS-AB  















    




26 September 2003

MEMORANDUM FOR All Personnel, 187th Medical Battalion, 32d Medical Brigade, AMEDDC&S, Fort Sam Houston, TX  78234

SUBJECT:  Meningitis Alert Roster, Command Policy #43

1.  The Meningitis Alert Roster will ensure that Commanders, Officers-in-Charge, Infection Control and Preventive Medicine personnel are aware of serious communicable infectious diseases occurring within the trainee population.

2.  General:   


 a.  Because of the close quarters in which Military trainees and students live and train, they are a medically vulnerable population in the sense that they are susceptible to many infectious diseases.  

 b.  These diseases are transmitted person-to-person via aerosol or droplet form, or the fecal-oral route.  

 c.  While vaccines, fastidious personal hygiene and environmental controls can limit the occurrence or spread of many infectious diseases, absolute prevention tends to be more a goal than a reality.  

 d.  Fortunately, not all infectious diseases are serious.  

 e.  The Meningitis Alert Roster will be implemented not only for cases of probable meningitis, but other significant communicable infectious diseases affecting military trainees.  

 f.  Examples include active TB and some forms of encephalitis, but there are many others such as smallpox, chicken pox and whooping cough.  

 g.  If an infectious disease can be passed person-to-person--some cannot, such as Lyme Disease; causes significant illness; and/or is potentially a Weapon of Mass Destruction such as plague, that illness should trigger the alert roster.
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3.  Unit Commanders are responsible for ensuring the Battalion Commander is informed of the soldier’s diagnosis as soon as possible.  The Battalion Commander will inform the Brigade Commander.  The Brigade CDR will notify the TRADOC surgeon.  

4.  Company Commanders are also responsible for working with Preventive Medicine personnel to implement Public Health Interventions.

5.  The Meningitis Alert Roster and Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA):  The evaluation and control of communicable diseases such as meningitis lie within the realm of Public Health.  Public Health issues may rightly include a larger group of people than other illnesses or conditions.  There is an expanded group with the “need to know” and respond to the situation with investigation, intervention and control.

6.  The point of contact in preventive medicine for the Meningitis Alert Roster is MAJ Cynthia Perry at 210-295-2587, extension 2500.

7.  This policy supersedes any previous policies established at the battalion.

                                   

                                 JOHN M. COLLINS

                                                                            LTC, MS
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