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                      17 July 2003
MEMORANDUM FOR All Personnel, 187th Medical Battalion, 32d Medical Brigade, AMEDDC&S, Fort Sam Houston, TX  78234

SUBJECT: Privately Owned Weapons, command policy #31

1.  References.

     a.  AR 190-11, Physical Security of Arms, Ammunition, and Explosives, UPDATE 10-3, 30 Sep 93.

     b.  Manual for Courts-Martial, United States, 1998

     c.  FSH Regulation 190-7, Control of Privately Owned Weapons, 

15 Apr 95.

2.  Applicability.  This policy applies to all members assigned or attached to the 187th Medical Battalion.  Violation of any provision herein constitutes a violation of a lawful order and may result in disciplinary action under the Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ).

3.  Purpose.  To establish procedures for the control of privately owned firearms, controlled knives, explosive devices, and other weapons as defined in Section V, paragraph 8, of FSH Reg 190-7 at the 32d Medical Brigade, U.S. Army Medical Department Center and School, Fort Sam Houston, Texas, that have the capability to kill, injure, or otherwise disrupt the general peace and good order of the battalion.

4.  Weapons Definition.

      a.  Any device designed, made, or adapted to expel a projectile through a barrel by using the energy generated by the release of gas or compressed air from within an enclosed cylinder, including but not limited to, a pellet or BB pistol or rifle, or similar devices that expel projectiles based on the release of a compressed spring     
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      b.  Crossbows and long bows.

      c.  Arrows and spears.

      d.  Sling-shots.

      e.  Knives with a blade exceeding three inches in troop billet areas.

      f.  Swords and sabers.

      g.  Martial arts weapons to include throwing stars, numchucks, tarfas, and blowguns.

5.  Controls.

      a.  Any device with a built-in and concealed weapon, with a quick-opening mechanism, or that fire automatically is prohibited on Fort Sam Houston.

      b. Soldiers residing in government billets (barracks, bachelor enlisted quarters, bachelor officer quarters, and some government contracted facilities) are prohibited from storing or displaying privately owned weapons or ammunition in these areas.

          (1) Any soldier possessing a weapon when reporting to the 32d Medical Brigade must notify their commander or designated representative upon arrival to begin the process of securing it in the Brigade Arms Room, building 902 and registering it on post.  After normal duty hours, the CQ will contact the Brigade SO, who will notify the on-call armorer to secure the weapon and ammunition in the Brigade Arms Room. The individual will turn in his/her weapon to the armorer.

          (2)  All soldiers must register firearms (including war trophy types) brought on post not later than the third duty day after arrival on post with the Provost Marshal's Office.  Soldiers can obtain FSH Form 60, Registration of Personal Firearms, from the Office of the Provost Marshal Vehicle Registration Section, building 367 (Central In/Out Processing), between 0730 and 1600, Monday through Friday, excluding holidays.  A copy of the registration must be returned to the armorer in building 902.

      c.  Storage of weapons and/or ammunition in privately owned vehicles is prohibited except when being transported to and from an authorized function.  When transported the weapon must be in the glove compartment, trunk, or other secured container
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      d.  Individuals having knowledge of weapons located in barracks or vehicles, who do not make this information known to the commander, are subject to punishment under the UCMJ.

      e.  Weapons or ammunition will not be carried into any barracks under any circumstances.

      f.  The use of privately owned weapons on this installation is prohibited except as authorized by the installation commander.  Individuals desiring to retrieve their weapon from the arms room must obtain written authorization from their unit commander and arrange with the armorer the times for issue and turn-in.

     g.  It is a violation of federal law for any person under the

age of 21 to purchase a pistol or handgun.

     h.  It is prohibited for any soldier to be involved with the

loan or transfer of any weapon described in this policy to any person younger than 18 years of age except for, and then only during, events sponsored or supported by the U.S. military.  


      i.  Soldiers residing on post family housing must comply with FSH Regulation 190-7.

      j.  Soldiers clearing the installation for departure are responsible for reclaiming their own weapons.  Abandoned weapons will be disposed of following guidelines contained in 

ARs 190-11 and 190-22.

     k.  Soldiers are reminded that some weapons may be shipped overseas by government transportation only with authorization from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms.  It is the individual's responsibility to acquire and complete the required documents.







     JOHN M. COLLINS







     LTC, MS







     Commanding
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