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                       12 December 2002

MEMORANDUM FOR ALL PERSONNEL, 187TH MEDICAL BATTALION, 32D MEDICAL BRIGADE, AMEDDC&S, FORT SAM HOUSTON, TX

SUBJECT:  Policy Letter #19 (Alcohol, Drug and Tobacco Use)

1.  Abuse of alcohol and drugs is incompatible with military service and physical fitness and neither condoned nor accepted in the 187th Medical Battalion.  Abuse of these substances detracts from combat readiness training opportunities and soldier morale.  I will not tolerate alcohol or drug abuse in this battalion.  Personnel who violate this policy will be subject to punishment under the UCMJ and/or other adverse administrative action.

     a.  Alcohol:

          (1) Alcoholic beverages will not be consumed, stored, or possessed in company, battalion, or brigade areas, unit billets, barracks, common areas, break areas, parking lots adjacent to the above areas, or in any other area on post by student personnel.  Storage or possession of any alcohol container in any of the above areas is also strictly prohibited, regardless of how much alcohol is in the container.  Alcohol containers include, but are not limited to, empty beer cans, wine bottles, wine coolers, and hard liquor bottles. 

    
(2) Alcoholic beverages will only be consumed by prior service personnel 21 years of age or older.  IET soldiers not considered prior service may not consume alcohol regardless of their age.  It is a violation of Texas state law for persons under 21 years of age to consume alcohol. Consumption of alcohol by any soldier, regardless of age in any area designated by paragraph (1) above is strictly prohibited. 

            (3) Alcoholic beverages will not be consumed by any 187th soldier while on duty.  IET soldiers are considered to be on-duty 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

            (4) 187th Medical Battalion permanent party personnel are strongly discouraged from having any alcohol in their system while on duty.   In addition, permanent party personnel will refrain from alcoholic use 24 hours prior to conducting physical training.  Personnel on duty found to have an alcohol level greater than 0.05%, the illegal limit, will be subject to punishment under the UCMJ and/or administrative action.

    b.  Drugs 

(1) Controlled substances of any type will not be used, possessed, or stored except as prescribed; nor will they be distributed, sold, or manufactured by personnel assigned and/or attached to the 187th Medical Battalion.

.

     c. Tobacco

(1) In order to enhance Army readiness, Echo Company, 187th Medical Battalion is committed to the promotion of a tobacco product-free environment.

(2) All personnel, military or civilian, assigned or attached to Echo, 187th Medical Battalion are prohibited from smoking or using other tobacco products in any building of the 187th Medical Battalion at either Fort Sam Houston, Texas or Sheppard Air Force Base, Texas or uncovered patio area of the U.S. Army Academy of Health Sciences.
(3) Students are prohibited from buying, using, or possessing tobacco products on Fort Sam Houston/Sheppard Air Force Base or any other affiliated training area (e.g., St. Phillip’s College, Camp Bullis) until graduation from their MOS producing course. 

(4) Cadre, defined as military and civilian personnel who command, supervise, instruct, or train soldiers, are prohibited from using tobacco products in the vicinity or sight of soldiers. 

2.  Leaders are responsible for ensuring enforcement of this policy and the Alcohol and other Drug Abuse Prevention SOP.  Further, I recommend that all individuals examine their personnel use of alcohol and/or drugs and, if necessary, seek assistance

3.  Violations of this policy memorandum may be punishable by UCMJ or administrative action.
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