E-187 FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs)





Q:  What is a typical workday like?





A:  Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays start with PT at 0445-0600, formation at 0435.  Morning formation times vary depending on class start time, but are typically held around 0730.  Tuesdays and Thursdays begin with morning formation.  Occasionally, company PT is held on Tuesdays and Thursdays to ensure 3 days of company PT a week.  However, academics take up the majority of the day (0800-1630), again varying on which course you on which course you attend.  After class, soldiers report back to the Company Area where Drill Sergeants will release them.








Q:  What are some other non-academic training events/requirements?





A:  Thursdays at 1730 there is a company formation to receive the Safety Briefing.  Promotions and awards are generally presented at this formation.  Quite regularly the Battalion participates in ceremonies which will require an element from the company to participate.  All soldiers’ D&C and CTT skills will be assessed IAW Company SOP.  This testing/training will be conducted at company level and supervised by Drill Sergeants.  In addition, intramural sports are offered year round.  All soldiers will take a record APFT within 72 hours of arrival.  Assistant ACQ duties are pulled by E-187 soldiers for 24 hours with 2 days of recover.  This duty is for soldiers who are awaiting class, or are holdovers.








Q:  What do I need to know about enrollment criteria?





A:  You must meet the course enrollment criteria to be enrolled.  This criteria includes meeting height/weight standards IAW AR 600-9 (each soldier will be weighed in within 72 hours of arrival), you must have the correct service remaining requirement, and you must meet all academic prerequisites, and you must bring your transcripts.  Failure to meet prerequisites can result in non-enrollment.  Also, it is very important you bring your 201 file.








Q:  Can I live off-post?





A:  Soldiers attending the 91P or 91X courses are authorized to live off post, but you must fill out an application through your Drill Sergeant.  Family members can stay off post, but if the soldier member is not a 91P, or 91X, you will not receive BAS.








Q:  What are the barracks like?





A:  All IET soldiers will live in 52 bunk bays.  There is also a dayroom with a big-screen television.  








Q:  Where is E 187th located?





A:  Building 1379 is located across the street form the Mini Mall and the PT track on the corner of Williams and Hardee roads.  If coming from I-10, take the Binz Englemann exit and make a right onto Williams Road.








Q:  What child care facilities are available?





A:  Questions regarding childcare can best be answered by Ms. Arlene Alvarez, Army Community Services at 221-4871/2418.


Q:  Where should I go if my family is accompanying me.


A:  The FSH Guest House (210-357-2705 x 2000) located near Brook Army Medical Center, BAMC, on Binz-Englemann off I-35.  You should stay at the Gust House or receive a statement of non-availability.  It is very important to receive a statement of non-availability if staying any place other than the GuestHouse or you may not be reimbursed.  Sign in at E-187 bldg. 1379, initiate an off-post packet, request PTDY, and begin looking for housing.








Q:  How do I get housing for my family?


A:  Soldiers here for school will be placed in barracks, not in on-post quarters.  Local newspapers, the internet (http://www.realestate.yahoo.com), and the FSH Housing Office, located in bldg. 367 (221-2341) are a few resources that can be used to assist locating off-post housing.  The Housing Office has a contracted realtor that is located in their office specifically to assist soldiers looking for off-post housing.








Q: Can my children attend school on-post?





A:  No.  Only children who live on-post may attend school on-post.  The San Antonio Independent School District Communications Office phone number is 210-354-0927 and its website address is http://www.saisd.net.  This office should be able to assist you in finding out what you need to know about public schools in the area.








Q:  What are the job opportunities for my spouse and how do I find out information concerning employment for my spouse?





A:  Job opportunities vary, but two resources that can be used to find out current opportunities are the FSH ACAO Office, bldg. 2264, 221-0516, and the City Employment Office 207-7280.





